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PREFACE 


This  publication  is  a companion  volume  to  the 
previously  published  Legislative  Assembly  book  ''The 
Alberta  Legislature:  A Celebration''  (1987)  and  is  intended 
to  record  important  aspects  of  the  development  of  the 
parliamentary  process  in  Alberta. 

I am  greatly  appreciative  of  the  diligent  work  of 
D.  Blake  McDougall  in  the  completion  of  this  project. 

We  hope  that  readers  will  find  this  volume  informative 
and  useful. 


The  Honourable  David  J.  Carter 
M.L.A.  - Calgary  Egmont 
Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 

of  Alberta 
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS 
OF  THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES 

1876-1905 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  Northwest  Territories  was  established  as  a separate 
administrative  area  by  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  of  1876. 
Prior  to  that,  its  Lieutenant-Governor  was  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Rupert’s  Land  and  following  that,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba.  From  1876  to  1905,  the 
Northwest  Territories  had  its  own  Lieutenant-Governor.  This 
section  includes  biographical  information  regarding  these 
persons. 

However,  since  some  readers  may  be  interested  in  the 
Lieutenant-Governors  who  were  responsible  for  the  North- 
west Territories  during  the  period  1869-76,  biographical 
information  regarding  these  persons  has  been  included  in  the 
“Appendices”  section  of  this  publication. 


THE  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES 


Prior  to  becoming  a province  on  September  1,  1905,  Alberta  was  part  of  the 
Northwest  Territories.  A great  deal  of  the  land  which  constituted  the  Northwest 
Territories  at  that  time  was  purchased  from  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company. 

The  political  history  of  the  Northwest  Territories  is  largely  an  account  of  the 
struggle  of  territorial  representatives  to  gain  responsible  government  (i.e.  a 
government  where  the  elected  representatives  of  the  citizens  control  the  decision- 
making process  rather  than  appointed  officials).  Since  the  Lieutenant-Governors  of 
the  Northwest  Territories  were  appointed  by  the  Canadian  government  and 
represented  the  federal  government  in  the  Territories,  they  played  an  important  part 
in  this  process. 

As  the  following  account  illustrates,  at  the  beginning  of  the  territorial  period, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  far-ranging  powers  and  virtually  complete  ad- 
ministrative control  over  the  Northwest  Territories.  However,  by  the  end  of  the 
territorial  period  in  1905,  the  powers  of  this  office  had  been  reduced  and  many 
were  assumed  by  the  elected  government.  No  new  powers  were  assigned  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  following  the  formation  of  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan. 

At  first,  the  Northwest  Territories  was  administered  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Rupert’s  Land  and  the  Northwest  Territories  (1869)  and  then  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories  (1870-76).  These 
Lieutenant-Governors  and  their  small  Councils  were  appointed  by  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada  on  the  advice  of  the  Prime  Minister.  The  legislation  which 
provided  for  the  provisional  government  of  the  Northwest  Territories  was  the 
Temporary  Government  Act  of  1869,  which  was  renewed  annually  by  the  federal 
government. 

It  was  not  until  1876  that  the  Northwest  Territories  had  its  own  resident 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Council.  Once  again,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
Council  were  appointed  by  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  not  elected.  However, 
the  Northwest  Territories  Act  of  1876  did  provide  that  elected  representatives  would 
be  added  to  the  Council,  as  the  population  of  the  Territories  increased,  until  there 
were  twenty-one  elected  Members.  At  that  point,  the  appointed  Members  would  be 
dropped. 

The  first  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  was  David  Laird, 
and  the  First  Session  of  the  Northwest  Territorial  Council  was  held  at  Fort 
Livingstone  in  1876.  Fort  Livingstone  was  located  near  the  Manitoba  border  ap- 
proximately one  mile  northwest  of  present-day  Pelly,  Saskatchewan.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  withdrew  after  delivering  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  consisted  of  the  Chairman  and  two 
other  Council  Members.  Consequently,  the  voting  procedure  required  that  the 
Chairman  adjourn  proceedings  if  one  of  the  Members  had  to  go  to  the  washroom. 

In  1888,  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  was  amended  and  the  former  Council 
was  dropped  in  favor  of  a Legislative  Assembly  consisting  of  twenty-two  elected 
Members  and  three  non-voting  legal  advisers.  The  three  non-voting  advisers  were 
dropped  in  1891.  As  one  would  expect,  at  that  point  the  Members  of  the  Legislative 


15 


Assembly  elected  a Speaker,  from  among  themselves,  to  chair  their  meetings.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  no  longer  presided  over  regular  meetings  of  the  Assembly. 
The  first  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Northwest  Territories  was  The 
Honourable  Herbert  C.  Wilson,  the  Member  for  the  electoral  district  of  Edmonton. 
As  well,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  appointed  a four  man  Advisory  Council  from  the 
membership  of  the  Assembly  to  assist  him  with  his  responsibilities.  Frederick 
W.A.G.  Haultain,  the  Member  for  Fort  Macleod,  was  the  first  Chairman  of  this 
Council. 

At  that  time,  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Northwest  Territories  had 
complete  control  over  the  revenues  that  were  raised  from  the  Territories.  However, 
it  did  not  have  any  control  over  the  much  larger  grants  from  the  federal  govern- 
ment. These  were  administered  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  This  was  a source  of 
conflict  between  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  Advisory  Council.  When  this 
conflict  could  not  be  successfully  resolved,  the  Advisory  Council  was  abandoned 
and,  in  1891,  was  replaced  by  an  Executive  Committee  which  had  been  authorized 
by  the  Territorial  Legislative  Assembly.  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  was  Chairman 
of  this  Committee  and,  at  that  point,  he  began  negotiating  directly  with  Ottawa  for 
supportive  funding. 

In  1897,  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  was  amended  again.  This  time,  it 
provided  full  cabinet  government  for  the  Territories.  Consequently,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  appointed  the  new  Executive  Council  and  its  President  (i.e.  the  Cabinet 
and  the  Premier).  The  first  Premier  of  the  Northwest  Territories  was  Frederick 
W.A.G.  Haultain.  He  was  appointed  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Charles  H. 
Mackintosh.  Following  their  appointment,  every  Member  of  the  Executive  Council 
had  to  stand  for  reelection.  As  well,  during  the  same  year,  federal  legislation 
created  the  Yukon  Territory  out  of  an  area  that  had  formerly  been  part  of  the 
Northwest  Territories.  The  Klondike  gold  rush  necessitated  local  government  in  that 
area. 

Although  the  territorial  government  was  now  quite  similar  to  that  of  the 
Canadian  provinces,  it  still  did  not  have  control  over  public  lands  and  natural 
resources.  As  well,  its  powers  of  taxation  were  very  limited,  and  federal  support  for 
local  services  was  inadequate.  Consequently,  the  struggle  for  provincial  status 
began. 

Premier  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  envisioned  one  province  that  would  in- 
clude all  of  the  Territories.  He  also  felt  that  the  related  government  should  be 
politically  non-partisan.  However,  on  September  1,  1905,  the  federal  government 
created  two  new  provinces  out  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  Alberta  and  Saskat- 
chewan, and  generally,  the  established  political  parties  prevailed.  Because  of  his 
Conservative  political  leanings,  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  was  by-passed  by  the 
federal  Liberal  government  when  the  Premiers  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  were 
appointed.  Instead,  he  served  as  the  Leader  of  the  Official  Opposition  in  Saskat- 
chewan’s First  Legislature.  The  Honourable  Amedee  E.  Forget,  the  last  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  became  the  first  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Saskatchewan  and  served  in  that  capacity  from  1905  to  1910.  The  Honourable 
George  H.V.  Bulyea  was  Alberta’s  first  Lieutenant-Governor  and  he  served  in  that 
capacity  from  1905  to  1915. 
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As  a consequence  of  the  creation  of  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskat- 
chewan, the  Northwest  Territories  was  now  much  smaller.  It  consisted  of  all  that 
part  of  Canada  which  is  located  north  of  the  Sixtieth  Parallel  of  North  Latitude, 
except  the  portions  of  that  area  which  constitute  part  of  the  Yukon  Territory, 
Quebec,  and  Newfoundland.  The  Northwest  Territories  Act  of  1905,  as  amended  in 
1907,  provided  for  the  government  of  the  Territories  by  a chief  executive  officer 
called  the  Commissioner  of  the  Northwest  Territories.  The  Commissioner  was 
appointed  by  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  as  advised  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
The  Governor  General  also  appointed  a Council,  which  consisted  of  no  more  than 
four  Members,  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the  Territories.  The  federal 
Cabinet  and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  gave  direction  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  as  required  and  the  seat  of  government  (capital)  returned  to 
Ottawa,  Ontario.  Today’s  government  of  that  jurisdiction  consists  of  an  appointed 
Commissioner,  an  elected  Legislative  Assembly,  and  an  Executive  Council  chosen 
by  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly.  The  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Council  is  chosen  by  the  Caucus  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  and  is  called  the 
“Government  Leader.’’  The  seat  of  government  is  now  located  at  Yellowknife  in 
the  Northwest  Territories. 


17 


THE  HONOURABLE  DAVID  LAIRD,  1876-81 

The  Honourable  David  Laird  was  the  first  resident  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  after  it  was  established  as  a separate  administrative  area  by 
the  Northwest  Territories  Act  of  1876.  As  well,  in  1877,  he  negotiated  Treaty  Seven 
with  the  Blackfoot  nation  which  resides  in  what  is  now  southern  Alberta. 

David  Laird  was  born  on  March  12,  1833,  at  New  Glasgow,  Prince  Edward 
Island.  He  was  the  son  of  The  Honourable  Alexander  Laird,  who  served  on  Prince 
Edward  Island’s  Executive  Council,  and  Janet  Orr. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  in  Truro,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  began  his  career  as  a journalist  shortly  afterward. 

In  1864,  David  Laird  married  Mary  Louisa  Owen,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Owen,  Postmaster-General  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  They  had  six  children:  David 
Rennie,  Mary  Alice,  Arthur  Gordon,  William  Charles,  James  Harold,  and  Fanny 
Louise. 

In  1849,  he  founded  and  was  Editor  and  Publisher  of  the  Charlottetown 
Patriot.  David  Laird  originally  opposed  Canadian  confederation.  However,  in  spite 
of  this  opposition,  he  was  sent  to  Ottawa  in  1873  to  negotiate  the  admission  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  to  the  new  Dominion. 

David  Laird  sat  on  the  Charlottetown  City  Council,  its  Board  of  Education, 
and  Board  of  Works,  and  he  was  a Governor  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  College. 
Later,  he  represented  the  electoral  district  of  Belfast  in  the  Prince  Edward  Island 
Legislative  Assembly  from  1871  to  1873  and  Queen’s  County  in  the  Canadian 
federal  House  of  Commons  from  1873  to  1876.  Regarded  as  the  leader  of  the 
Prince  Edward  Island  Liberal  Members  of  Parliament,  his  refusal  to  support  Prime 
Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  during  the  “Pacific  Scandal”*  helped  bring  down 
the  Conservative  government.  Sir  John’s  Liberal  successor.  Prime  Minister 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  appointed  David  Laird  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  he  served 
in  that  capacity  from  1873  to  1876.  During  the  summer  of  1874,  he  negotiated  the 
Qu’Appelle  Lakes  Treaty  with  the  Native  population  of  that  area.  This  Treaty 
made  way  for  the  construction  of  the  Dominion  Telegraph  and  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Alexander  Mackenzie,  David  Laird  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  effective  October  7, 
1876.  This  appointment  was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Dufferin,  Governor  General  of 
Canada. 

With  his  Secretary,  Amedee  E.  Forget,  who  would  later  become  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  himself,  and  an  escort  of  North-West 
Mounted  Police,  David  Laird  spent  his  first  winter  in  the  Territories  at  Fort 
Livingstone  which  was  located  near  the  Manitoba  border  approximately  one  mile 
northwest  of  present-day  Pelly,  Saskatchewan.  In  March,  1877,  he  presided  over 


♦“Pacific  Scandal”  - On  April  2,  1873,  a member  of  the  Liberal  Opposition  charged  the  Macdonald 
government  with  having  awarded  the  contract  for  the  building  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to 
Sir  Hugh  Allan  in  return  for  contributions  to  the  Conservative  Party. 
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From  the  Painting  by 
V.A.  Long 

THE  HONOURABLE  DAVID  LAIRD 
1876-81 
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the  first  meeting  of  the  Northwest  Territories  Council  in  a temporary  building 
formerly  occupied  by  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  Commissioner.  In  1879,  he 
and  his  Council  moved  to  the  new  territorial  capital  of  Battleford.  David  Laird 
served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  until  his  successor  was 
appointed  effective  December  3,  1881. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  term  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest 
Territories,  David  Laird  served  as  Editor  of  the  Charlottetown  Patriot  from  1881  to 
1898.  In  1898,  he  was  appointed  Indian  Commissioner  of  the  Northwest  Territories, 
Manitoba,  and  Keewatin,  a position  he  held  until  his  death.  In  1899,  he  negotiated 
Treaty  Eight  with  the  Native  population  of  the  vast  Athabasca  District  north  of 
Edmonton.  After  1909,  he  served  as  an  adviser  to  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs 
in  Ottawa. 

David  Laird  was  President  of  the  Manitoba  Historical  and  Scientific  Society  in 
1903  and  1904. 

He  died  on  January  12,  1914,  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Sherwood  Cemetery,  a few  miles  northeast  of  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward 
Island. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  EDGAR  DEWDNEY,  1881-88 

The  Honourable  Edgar  Dewdney  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  during  the  Northwest  Rebellion  of  1885  and  his  even-handed 
response  to  this  crisis  is  often  credited  with  preventing  a general  Native  uprising.  As 
well,  he  presided  over  the  removal  of  the  territorial  capital  from  Battleford  to 
Regina.  During  his  term  of  office,  Edgar  Dewdney  always  felt  that  his  principal 
responsibility  was  Native  affairs. 

Edgar  Dewdney  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  in  1835.  Following  his 
education  in’ England  as  a civil  engineer,  he  emigrated  to  British  Columbia  in  1859 
when  that  province  was  still  a British  colony. 

In  1864,  he  married  Jane  Shaw  Moir,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Stratton  Moir,  a 
tea  plantation  owner  from  Colombo,  Ceylon.  They  had  no  children.  Following  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Edgar  Dewdney  married  Blanche  Kemeys-Tynte,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Charles  John  Kemeys-Tynte  of  Hals  well,  Somersetshire,  England,  in  1909. 

Edgar  Dewdney  worked  in  British  Columbia  as  a railway  surveyor  for  many 
years.  He  supervised  the  survey  of  New  Westminster  and,  in  1865,  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Frederick  Seymour  to  survey  and  build  a trail  to  the  interior  in  order 
to  control  the  growth'  of  gold  mining  in  that  area. 

Edgar  Dewdney  then  entered  colonial  politics,  representing  the  electoral  district 
of  Kootenay  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  British  Columbia  from  1868  to  1869. 
Following  the  entry  of  British  Columbia  into  the  Canadian  confederation,  he  sat  as 
the  Conservative  Member  of  Parliament  for  Yale  from  1872  to  1879  and  supported 
Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  during  the  “Pacific  Scandal.”*  Edgar 
Dewdney  was  appointed  Indian  Commissioner  for  the  Northwest  Territories  shortly 
after  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald’s  return  to  office  and  served  in  that  capacity  from 
1879  to  1888. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Edgar  Dewdney  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  effective  December  3, 
1881.  This  appointment  was  made  by  the  Marquis  of  Lome,  Governor  General  of 
Canada.  Although  his  term  of  office  was  over  on  December  3,  1886,  he  continued 
to  serve  as  Lieutenant-Governor  until  his  successor  was  appointed  effective  July  1, 
1888. 

After  completing  his  service  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest 
Territories,  Edgar  Dewdney  ran  as  the  Conservative  candidate  for  the  electoral 
district  of  Assiniboia  East,  was  elected,  and  served  as  its  Member  of  Parliament 
from  1888  to  1891.  As  well,  he  served  as  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  from  1888  to  1892.  His  experience  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  made  him  sensitive  to  emerging  territorial 
aspirations,  and  this  sensitivity  facilitated  the  development  of  responsible  goyern- 
ment  in  that  ^rea.  " ^ 


♦“Pacific  Scandal”  - On  April  2,  1873,  a member  of  the  Liberal  Opposition  charged  the  Macdonald 
government  with  having  awarded  the  contract  for  the  building  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to 
Sir  Hugh  Allan  in  return  for  contributions  to  the  Conservative  Party. 
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Edgar  Dewdney  also  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  from  1892  to  1897.  In  1900,  he  ran  unsuccessfully  as  the  Conservative 
candidate  for  the  electoral  district  of  New  Westminster  and  then  retired  from 
politics,  working  as  a mining  broker  and  financial  agent  in  Victoria. 

He  was  a member  of  the  Rideau  Club,  Ottawa. 

Edgar  Dewdney  died  on  August  8,  1916,  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Ross  Bay  Cemetery  in  that  city. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  JOSEPH  ROYAL,  1888-93 

The  Honourable  Joseph  Royal  was  a prominent  French-Canadian  journalist 
and  historian.  As  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  he  presided 
over  its  first  elected  Legislative  Assembly  in  1888.  He  was  a noted  spokesman  for 
Native  and  Metis  rights,  and  his  appointment  was  seen  as  a conciliatory  gesture 
following  the  execution  of  Louis  Riel. 

Joseph  Royal  was  born  at  Repentigny,  Lower  Canada  (Quebec),  on  May  7, 
1837,  on  the  eve  of  the  Lower  Canada  Rebellion.  He  was  the  son  of  Edouard 
Royal  and  Marceline  Therrien.  Joseph  Royal  was  a Roman  Catholic. 

Educated  at  St.  Mary’s  Jesuit  College,  Montreal,  he  began  his  career  in 
journalism  in  1857  when  he  became  Editor  of  La  Minerve  in  Montreal.  He  founded 
L*Ordre  in  that  city  in  1859,  and  in  1864,  he  helped  establish  La  Revue 
Canadienne.  During  1867,  the  year  of  Canadian  confederation,  he  established  Le 
Nouveau  Monde  which  ceased  publication  in  1881.  He  was  Editor  of  this 
publication  for  seven  years. 

In  1856,  Joseph  Royal  married  Agnes  Bruyere.  They  had  seven  children: 
Josephine-Vitaline,  Marie- Antoinette,  Emma,  Paul,  Jules,  Henri,  and  Alfred. 

After  articling  under  George-Etienne  Cartier,  Joseph  Royal  was  called  to  the 
Canada  East  (Quebec)  Bar  in  1864.  In  1871,  a year  after  taking  up  residence  in 
Winnipeg,  he  was  called  to  the  Manitoba  Bar.  During  the  course  of  his  legal 
practice,  Joseph  Royal  was  involved  in  many  important  cases.  Most  notable  among 
these  was  his  work  on  behalf  of  The  Honourable  J.A.  Chapleau  as  a Counsel  for 
the  Defence  in  the  trials  of  Ambroise  Lepin  and  Andre  Nault.  Their  trial  for  the 
murder  of  Thomas  Scott  at  the  Manitoba  Criminal  Assizes  in  October,  1874,  was 
the  focus  of  a political  crisis.  Joseph  Royal  retired  from  legal  practice  in  1880. 

In  1870,  he  founded  Le  Metis  and  the  same  year  was  elected  the  first  Con- 
servative Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Manitoba  for  the  electoral  district 
of  St.  Francois-Xavier  West,  and  he  served  in  that  capacity  until  1879.  In  1871,  he 
became  the  first  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Manitoba,  resigning  in  1872 
following  his  appointment  to  the  Executive  Council  as  Provincial  Secretary.  He  also 
served  as  the  first  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Manitoba  from  1871  to 
1872,  Provincial  Secretary  and  Minister  of  Public  Works  from  1874  to  1876,  At- 
torney General  from  1876  to  1878,  and  Minister  of  Public  Works  in  1878.  He  later 
served  as  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  Provencher  in  the  Canadian  House  of 
Commons  from  1879  to  1888. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Joseph  Royal  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  effective  July  1,  1888. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Stanley  of  Preston,  Governor  General  of 
Canada. 

In  spite  of  Joseph  Royal’s  diplomatic  manner,  during  his  tenure  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  there  was  a considerable  amount  of  conflict 
between  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  Legislative  Assembly  regarding  the  ad- 
ministration of  federal  grants  to  the  Territories.  As  a consequence,  the  Assembly’s 
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Advisory  Council  was  eventually  abandoned  and  was  replaced  by  an  Executive 
Committee  in  1891.  At  that  point,  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain,  Chairman  of  the 
new  Executive  Committee,  began  negotiating  directly  with  the  federal  government 
regarding  supportive  funding.  Lieutenant-Governor  Joseph  Royal  also  directed  the 
construction  of  Government  House  in  Regina,  when  it  became  the  territorial 
capital,  and  fostered  the  development  of  the  Legislative  Library  at  the  same 
location  during  his  tenure  as  Lieutenant-Governor. 

After  he  completed  his  service  as  Lieutenant-Governor  effective  October  31, 
1893,  Joseph  Royal  returned  to  Montreal  to  resume  the  editorship  of  La  Minerve. 
He  continued  to  write  political  pamphlets,  as  well  as  the  book  L*Histoire  du 
Canada,  1841  a 1867,  which  was  published  posthumously  in  1909.  His  earlier  Vie 
Politique  de  Sir  Louis  H.  Lafontaine,  which  was  published  in  1861,  was  considered 
a significant  contribution  to  French-Canadian  political  literature. 

Joseph  Royal  helped  organize  the  Papal  Zouaves,  a military  unit  which  was 
sent  to  the  aid  of  the  Vatican  in  1868.  In  1871,  he  commanded  a troop  of  Native 
cavalry  which  had  been  assigned  reconnaissance  duties  in  southwestern  Manitoba  in 
response  to  the  threat  of  a Fenian  Raid.  In  1877  and  1878,  he  was  elected  and 
served  as  the  first  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Manitoba.  Joseph  Royal 
was  presented  with  the  Confederation  Medal  by  the  Canadian  federal  government 
in  1885  and  was  elected  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada  in  1894.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Manitoba  Club  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 

Joseph  Royal  died  on  August  23,  1902,  at  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Notre-Dame-des-Neiges  Cemetery  in  that  city. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  CHARLES  H.  MacKINTOSH,  1893-98 

The  Honourable  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  was  a prominent  journalist  and  a 
former  Mayor  of  Ottawa,  Ontario.  He  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  when  the 
Northwest  Territories  was  undergoing  a major  transition  toward  responsible 
government.  He  also  appointed  the  first  and  only  Premier  of  the  Northwest 
Territories. 

Charles  Herbert  Mackintosh  was  born  in  1843  at  London,  Canada  West 
(Ontario).  He  was  the  son  of  Captain  William  Mackintosh,  who  had  worked  in  the 
British  Ordinance  Department  and  later  served  as  the  County  Engineer  of  Mid- 
dlesex County,  Canada  West. 

Charles  H.  Mackintosh  was  educated  at  the  Galt  Grammar  School  and  the 
Caradoc  Academy  in  Canada  West. 

On  April  7,  1868,  he  married  Gertrude  Cook,  daughter  of  T.  Cook,  a Justice 
of  the  Peace  at  Strathroy,  Ontario.  They  had  nine  children:  Edward  Compton, 
Charles  St.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  H.B.  Giverin,  Mrs.  Sanford  H.  Fleming,  Mrs. 
Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain  (Marion),  Mrs.  Elmer  Jones,  Mrs.  Arthur  Guise,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Robb,  and  Mrs.  William  Ritchie. 

Beginning  his  career  in  journalism  as  the  City  Editor  of  the  London  Free 
Press,  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  later  filled  the  same  position  at  the  Hamilton  Times, 
and  he  was  Editor  of  the  Parkhill  Gazette,  Managing  Editor  of  the  Chicago 
Journal  of  Commerce,  and  owner  and  Editor  of  the  Strathroy  Dispatch.  He  later 
became  owner  and  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Ottawa  Daily  Citizen  from  1874  to  1892 
and  owner  and  Editor  of  the  Canadian  Parliamentary  Companion  from  1877  to 
1882. 

In  1873,  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  was  elected  to  the  Strathroy  Town  Council, 
and  he  served  as  the  Mayor  of  Ottawa  from  1882  to  1887.  He  also  ran  as  the 
Conservative  candidate  for  Ottawa  at  the  federal  election  of  1882,  was  elected  and 
served  as  a Member  of  Parliament  from  1882  to  1887  and  again  from  1890  to  1893. 
In  1887,  he  unsuccessfully  contested  the  electoral  district  of  Russell  in  Ontario;  in 
1900,  he  unsuccessfully  contested  a local  election  in  Rossland,  British  Columbia; 
and  at  the  federal  general  election  of  1904,  he  unsuccessfully  contested  the  electoral 
district  of  Kootenay  in  British  Columbia. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  S.D.  Thompson,  Charles  H. 
Mackintosh  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  ef- 
fective October  31,  1893.  This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Stanley  of  Preston, 
Governor  General  of  Canada.  At  one  point,  Charles  H.  Mackintosh’s  son  Charles 
served  as  his  Personal  Secretary  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

As  noted  previously,  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  Northwest  Territories  during  a period  of  transition.  In  1897,  the  Northwest 
Territories  Act  was  amended  to  provide  for  an  Executive  Council  or  Cabinet  and, 
consequently,  a President  of  Executive  Council  or  Premier.  Lieutenant-Governor 
Charles  H.  Mackintosh  appointed  the  first  and  only  Premier  of  the  Northwest 
Territories,  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain.  As  well,  in  1895,  he  sponsored  a 


27 


From  the  Painting  by 
V.A.  Long 

THE  HONOURABLE  CHARLES  H.  MacKINTOSH 
1893-98 


28 


Territorial  Exhibition  at  Regina  which  had  the  effect  of  focusing  national  attention 
on  the  Northwest  Territories  on  the  eve  of  a great  wave  of  immigration  and  set- 
tlement which  would  see  that  area  irrevocably  transformed.  This  exhibition  was 
opened  on  July  30  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

Following  the  completion  of  his  service  as  Lieutenant-Governor  effective 
May  30,  1898,  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  became  Canadian  Manager  of  the  British 
American  Mining  Corporation  at  Rossland,  British  Columbia.  He  later  became  a 
broker  and  financial  agent  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 

Throughout  his  public  career,  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  was  noted  as  a writer 
and  pamphleteer.  Some  of  his  works  are  The  Chicago  Fire  (1871),  The  Financial 
Panic  in  the  U.S.  and  its  Causes  (1873),  The  Liberal-Conservative  Handbook 
(1876),  Potential  Resources  of  British  Columbia  (1908),  and  British  Americans  Gold- 
en Gateway  to  the  Orient.  As  well,  he  was  a contributor  to  the  Canadian  Magazine 
and  was  awarded  gold  and  silver  medals  during  the  O’Connell  Centenary  for  a 
poem  entitled  “The  Irish  Liberator.” 

Charles  H.  Mackintosh  served  as  a Lifetime  Director  of  the  Protestant  Home 
for  the  Aged  in  Ottawa;  for  several  years  he  was  Vice-President  of  the  British 
Empire  League  in  Canada;  in  1879,  he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Dominion 
Exhibition  and  President  of  the  Parliamentary  Press  Gallery  in  Ottawa;  and  in 
1881,  he  served  as  President  of  the  Agricultural  Association.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  Rideau  Club  in  Ottawa,  the  Vancouver  Club,  and  the  Union  Club  in  Vic- 
toria, British  Columbia. 

Charles  H.  Mackintosh  died  on  December  22,  1931,  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Beech  wood  Cemetery  at  Vanier,  Ontario. 


29 


THE  HONOURABLE  MALCOLM  C.  CAMERON,  1898 

The  Honourable  Malcolm  C.  Cameron  had  the  shortest  term  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories.  He  died  in  office  approximately  four 
months  following  his  appointment. 

Malcolm  Colin  Cameron  was  born  at  Perth,  Upper  Canada  (Ontario),  on 
April  12,  1832.  He  was  the  adopted  son  of  Malcolm  Cameron,  Senior.  His  father 
was  a prominent  member  of  the  Reform  Party  and  served  in  the  two  Baldwin- 
Lafontaine  ministries  and  the  Hincks-Morin  ministry  of  the  United  Province  of 
Canada.  Malcolm  C.  Cameron  was  a Presbyterian. 

In  1855,  he  married  Jessie  H.  McLean,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  McLean,  Royal 
Navy.  They  had  two  sons  and  five  daughters:  M.G.,  Altan,  Mrs.  John  Galt,  Mrs. 
John  G.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Richard  Bayly,  Margaret,  and  Grace. 

Educated  at  Toronto,  Malcolm  C.  Cameron  was  called  to  the  Upper  Canada 
Bar  in  1860  and  practised  law  in  Goderich,  Ontario.  He  first  served  in  public  office 
as  a Councillor  and  then  as  Mayor  of  Goderich.  He  then  served  as  the  Member  of 
Parliament  for  the  electoral  district  of  South  Huron  from  1867  to  1882  and  West 
Huron  from  1882  to  1887.  He  was  reelected  for  West  Huron  at  a by-election  held 
in  1896  and,  again  later  that  year,  at  the  federal  general  election.  A leader  of  the 
Clear  Grits,  he  helped  William  McDougall  establish  the  official  publication  of  that 
organization,  the  North  American, 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Wilfred  Laurier,  Malcolm  C.  Cameron  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  effective  May  30, 
1898.  This  appointment  was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Governor  General  of 
Canada. 

Malcolm  C.  Cameron  died  approximately  four  months  later  on  September  26, 
1898,  at  London,  Ontario,  and  was  buried  in  the  Maitland  Cemetery  at  Goderich, 
Ontario. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  AMEDEE  E.  FORGET,  1898-1905 

The  Honourable  Amedee  E.  Forget  was  the  last  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  and  the  first  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of 
Saskatchewan.  His  long  tenure  as  Clerk  of  various  territorial  administrations  made 
him  well-qualified  to  oversee  the  transition  of  the  Territories  to  provincial  status. 
He  served  longer  than  any  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories. 

Amedee  Emmanuel  Forget  was  born  at  Marieville,  Canada  East  (Quebec),  on 
November  12,  1847.  He  was  the  son  of  Jeremie  Forget  and  Marie  Guenette. 
Amedee  E.  Forget  was  a Roman  Catholic. 

He  was  educated  at  Marieville  College  and  was  called  to  the  Lower  Canada 
(Quebec)  Bar  in  1871. 

In  October,  1876,  he  married  Henriette  Drolet,  daughter  of  Colonel  C.E. 
Drolet  of  Montreal,  Quebec.  They  had  no  children.  His  wife  became  well-known 
for  her  service  as  Honorary  President  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Empire  and  the 
National  Council  of  Women.  In  1901,  she  entertained  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
York,  the  future  King  George  V and  Queen  Mary,  at  Government  House  in  Regina. 

For  several  years,  Amedee  E.  Forget  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  the 
Montreal  Bar  and  then,  in  1875,  he  entered  the  Canadian  federal  government  civil 
service  with  his  appointment  as  Secretary  of  the  Metis  Commission  in  Manitoba. 
Ten  years  later,  he  would  similarly  sit  as  a Commissioner  seeking  settlement  of 
Metis  claims  following  the  Northwest  Rebellion.  When  a separate  territorial 
government  was  established  in  1876,  he  was  appointed  the  first  Clerk  of  the 
Northwest  Council  as  well  as  Private  Secretary  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  Later, 
he  also  served  as  Clerk  of  the  Territorial  Assembly.  On  August  3,  1888,  he  was 
appointed  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  Manitoba  and  the 
Northwest  Territories,  a position  he  held  until  1895.  From  1893  until  1895,  he  also 
served  on  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  of  the  Northwest  Territories.  He  then 
served  as  Indian  Commissioner  for  the  same  jurisdiction  from  1895  to  1898. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier,  Amedee  E.  Forget  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  effective  October  4, 
1898.  This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Minto,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 
He  was  reappointed  for  a second  term  and  continued  to  serve  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  until  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  were  created  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  1905. 

On  September  1,  1905,  Amedee  E.  Forget  became  the  first  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Saskatchewan  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1910.  In  that  year,  he 
moved  to  Banff,  Alberta.  However,  in  1911,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Senate  of 
Canada  and  served  there  until  his  death. 

Amedee  E.  Forget  served  as  President  of  the  Incorporated  Soldiers’  and 
Sailors’  Society  for  the  Northwest  Territories  (1902),  a Director  of  the  Western 
Canadian  Settlers’  Mutual  Company,  Vice-President  of  the  Canadian  Patriotic 
Fund  and  the  British  Empire  League,  and  Provincial  (Saskatchewan)  President  of 
the  Dominion  Forestry  Association. 

Amedee  E.  Forget  died  on  June  8,  1923,  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Notre-Dame-des-Neiges  Cemetery  at  Montreal,  Quebec. 
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THE  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  ALBERTA 


The  post  of  Lieutenant-Governor  was  established  in  Canada  by  the  British 
North  America  Act  of  1867.  This  Act  united  the  existing  Canadian  provinces  under 
one  central  federal  government  with  each  province  retaining  its  own  Legislature  to 
preside  over  matters  not  under  federal  jurisdiction.  In  Alberta,  the  Office  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  came  into  existence  when  the  federal  government  created  the 
Province  of  Alberta  from  the  Northwest  Territories  on  September  1,  1905. 

Under  Section  9 of  the  British  North  America  Act,  Her  Majesty  The  Queen  is 
the  Canadian  Head  of  State  and  thus,  The  Queen  of  Canada.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  the  Queen’s  representative  in  Alberta  and,  consequently,  exercises  Her 
Majesty’s  powers  in  the  Province.  If  for  any  reason,  such  as  illness,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  cannot  perform  these  functions,  the  Chief  Justice  of  Alberta  assumes 
responsibility  for  them  in  an  interim  capacity. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  appointed  by  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  on 
the  advice  of  the  Prime  Minister,  for  a period  of  not  fewer  than  five  years.  Those 
persons  appointed  are  usually  men  and  women  who  have  served  their  province  with 
distinction  for  many  years. 

The  Offices  of  The  Queen,  Governor  General,  and  Lieutenant-Governor  are 
entrenched  in  the  Canadian  Constitution  and  cannot  be  changed  without  the  ap- 
proval of  all  Canadian  provincial  Legislative  Assemblies  and  the  federal  Senate  and 
House  of  Commons. 

Because  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  constitutional  position  as  head  of  the 
executive  government  of  the  Province,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  cannot  be  involved 
in  political  activity.  This  non-partisan  role  allows  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to 
represent  all  Albertans  at  ceremonial  and  state  occasions. 

In  the  early  years,  Lieutenant-Governors  were  agents  of  the  federal  government 
and  were  expected  to  advise  the  provincial  government  regarding  the  intent  of 
federal  legislation  and  to  ensure  that  provincial  legislation  conformed  to  that  of  the 
federal  government.  Over  the  years,  however,  provincial  government  authority  has 
increased  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  role  as  federal  agent  has  diminished.  The 
duties  of  this  office  are  now  principally  concerned  with  acting  as  the  Queen’s 
representative  and  as  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Province. 

One  of  the  most  important  responsibilities  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  to 
ensure  that  the  Province  always  has  a Premier.  The  Premier  is  head  of  the 
provincial  government  and  is  usually  the  leader  of  the  party  that  elected  the  most 
Members  to  the  Legislature.  If  the  position  of  Premier  becomes  vacant  because  of 
death  or  resignation,  it  is  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  duty  to  see  that  the  post  is 
filled.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  also  responsible  for  seeing  that  a new  govern- 
ment is  formed  if  the  existing  government  resigns  following  a defeat  in  the 
Legislature  or  at  an  election. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  an  important  element  in  both  the  Legislature  and 
the  Executive  Council,  or  Cabinet,  of  the  Province.  The  Lieutenant-Governor 
summons,  prorogues,  and  dissolves  the  Legislature,  and  reads  the  Speech  from  the 
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Throne  at  the  opening  of  each  session.  On  the  advice  of  the  Premier,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  appoints  and  swears-in  members  of  Executive  Council  and  is 
guided  by  their  advice,  as  long  as  they  retain  the  confidence  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  gives  Royal  Assent  in  Her  Majesty’s  name  to 
all  measures  and  bills  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly,  except  on  the  rare  oc- 
casions when  “reservation”  is  considered  necessary.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  also 
signs  orders-in-council,  proclamations,  and  many  other  official  documents  before 
they  have  the  force  of  law. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  host  to  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  visiting 
heads  of  state,  and  other  official  visitors  to  the  Province.  The  Lieutenant-Governor 
also  extends  hospitality  to  many  persons  from  Alberta,  and  from  other  parts  of 
Canada  and  abroad,  at  dinners,  luncheons,  receptions,  and  the  annual  New  Year’s 
Levee. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  encourages  a wide  variety  of  activities  that  contribute 
to  the  enrichment  of  the  lives  of  Albertans  of  all  ages.  As  well,  in  ceremonies  at 
Government  House,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  presents  a number  of  awards  for 
bravery,  outstanding  public  service,  and  achievement.  Some  examples  are  the  Most 
Venerable  Order  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  the  Alberta  Order  of 
Excellence,  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Awards,  and  the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society  of 
Canada  Awards. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  attends  many  dinners,  cultural  events,  and  military 
and  civilian  ceremonies.  Consequently,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  travels  extensively 
throughout  the  Province. 

During  a visit  to  Canada  in  1973,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  observed  that  “the 
Crown  is  an  idea  more  than  a person,  and  I would  like  the  Crown  to  represent 
everything  that  is  best  and  most  admired  in  the  Canadian  ideal.”  The  Canadian 
Crown  is  a distinctive  and  essential  part  of  Canada’s  heritage  and  character,  and 
thus  is  a focus  for  national  pride.  It  is  an  important  symbol  of  unity,  serving  to 
bind  Canadians  together  in  their  common  ideals  and  aspirations.  It  is  visible  proof 
of  the  vitality  of  our  traditions,  the  permanence  of  our  institutions,  and  the  con- 
tinuity of  national  life.  As  representative  of  the  Crown  in  Alberta,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  the  personification  and  custodian  of  these  traditions  and  ideals. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  GEORGE  H.V.  BULYEA,  1905-15 

As  well  as  being  Alberta’s  first  Lieutenant-Governor,  The  Honourable  George 
H.V.  Bulyea  was  the  youngest  person  ever  appointed  to  that  position.  He  spent 
many  years  in  the  service  of  the  territorial  and  provincial  governments  and  played 
an  important  role  in  the  early  history  of  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

George  Hedley  Vicars  Bulyea  was  born  on  February  17,  1859,  at  Gagetown, 
Queen’s  County,  New  Brunswick.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Albert  Bulyea  and  Jane 
Blizzard.  The  Bulyeas  were  prosperous  farmers.  George  H.V.  Bulyea  was  a Baptist. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Gagetown  Grammar  School  and  graduated  from  the 
University  of  New  Brunswick,  Fredericton,  in  1878,  with  a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree. 
He  was  first  in  his  class  with  honors  in  mathematics  and  French. 

On  January  29,  1885,  he  married  Annie  Blanche  Babbit,  the  second  daughter 
of  R.T.  Babbit,  Registrar  of  Queen’s  County,  New  Brunswick.  They  had  one  son, 
Percy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

George  H.V.  Bulyea  taught  school  from  1878  to  1882,  serving  as  Principal  of 
Sheffield  Grammar  School,  Sunbury  County,  New  Brunswick.  At  various  times,  he 
was  also  a professional  surveyor  and  undertaker.  In  1892,  he  moved  to  western 
Canada,  settling  in  Winnipeg  for  a year.  In  1893,  he  moved  to  Qu’Appelle, 
Saskatchewan,  which  was  then  located  in  the  District  of  Assiniboia,  Northwest 
Territories.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  furniture,  flour,  and  feed  businesses  until  1907. 
He  also  wrote  an  official  handbook  regarding  the  Northwest  Territories. 

In  1891,  he  ran  unsuccessfully  as  a candidate  for  the  Northwest  Territories 
Assembly  for  the  electoral  district  of  South  Qu’Appelle.  However,  he  was  success- 
ful on  his  second  attempt  at  the  general  territorial  election  of  1894.  On  October  7, 
1897,  he  became  a Member  of  the  first  Executive  Council  of  the  Northwest 
Territories  which  administered  the  affairs  of  the  area  that  presently  comprises 
Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  and  the  Yukon.  He  was  reelected  by  acclamation  at  a by- 
election  on  October  26,  1897.  In  1898,  he  was  appointed  Special  Commissioner  to 
the  Territories,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  the  Provinces  of  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan  were  created  in  1905.  During  the  period  1898  to  1905,  he  also  served 
as  Administrator  of  Territorial  Affairs  in  the  Yukon  for  one  year.  He  was  reelected 
to  the  Northwest  Territories  Assembly  at  the  general  election  of  1898  and  again,  by 
acclamation,  in  1902.  George  H.V.  Bulyea  was  appointed  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  and  Territorial  Secretary  in  the  Haultain  government  on  January  12, 
1899,  relinquishing  the  agriculture  portfolio  in  February,  1903,  to  become  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works.  Along  with  Frederick  W.A.G.  Haultain,  he  represented 
the  territorial  government  in  the  negotiations  with  Prime  Minister  Sir  Wilfred 
Laurier  and  the  federal  Cabinet  on  the  issue  of  provincial  status. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier,  George  H.V.  Bulyea  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  September  1,  1905,  the  date 
that  Alberta  became  a province.  This  appointment  was  made  by  Earl  Grey, 
Governor  General  of  Canada.  During  George  H.V.  Bulyea’s  period  of  service  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta,  his  Secretaries  were  G.H.  Babbit  and  A.C. 
Gillespie. 
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In  1910,  Lieutenant-Governor  George  H.V.  Bulyea  presided  over  the 
resignation  of  Premier  A.C.  Rutherford  following  the  Alberta  and  Great  Water- 
ways Railway  issue.  He  passed  over  the  candidates  of  two  rival  factions  in  the 
Liberal  government’s  caucus  to  promote,  and  finally  name,  Alberta’s  Chief  Justice 
Arthur  Sifton  as  Rutherford’s  successor.  This  decisive  action  helped  put  matters  to 
rest. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  also  played  a sensitive  role  in  the  internal  politics  of 
the  provincial  Liberal  Party.  The  dynamics  of  federal  and  provincial  political 
parties  were  not  as  clearly  delineated  then  as  they  are  today.  The  selection  of  such  a 
prominent  Liberal  and  an  active  political  figure  for  the  first  Lieutenant-Governor 
suggests  that  Prime  Minister  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  expected  that  George  H.V.  Bulyea 
would  play  an  assertive  role  in  developing  the  politics  of  the  new  Province. 
However,  the  role  of  the  Office  has  since  evolved  into  a non-partisan  and  largely 
symbolic  position.  George  H.V.  Bulyea  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  for  a 
second  term  and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  his  successor  was  ap- 
pointed effective  October  20,  1915.  Following  his  service  as  Lieutenant-Governor, 
The  Honourable  George  H.V.  Bulyea  was  appointed  Chairman  of  Alberta’s  Board 
of  Public  Utilities  on  November  20,  1915. 

In  1908,  George  H.V.  Bulyea  received  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degrees  from 
the  University  of  Alberta  and  the  University  of  New  Brunswick.  While  living  in 
Edmonton,  he  was  a member  of  the  Edmonton  Club  and  the  Edmonton  Golf  and 
Country  Club. 

He  died  on  July  28,  1928,  at  Peachland,  British  Columbia,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Qu’Appelle  Cemetery  at  Qu’Appelle,  Saskatchewan. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  DR.  ROBERT  G.  BRETT,  1915-25 

The  Honourable  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  was  the  first  medical  doctor  to  be  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta.  He  was  a leader  in  his  chosen  profession 
and  played  a major  role  in  territorial  politics. 

Dr.  Robert  George  Brett  was  born  on  November  15,  1851,  at  Strathroy, 
Canada  West  (Ontario).  He  was  the  son  of  James  Brett  and  Catherine  Mallon.  The 
Bretts  were  pioneer  settlers  in  Middlesex  County,  Upper  Canada  (Ontario). 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  was  educated  at  the  Strathroy  Grammar  School  and 
received  his  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  from  the  University  of  Toronto.  He 
completed  postgraduate  work  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Vienna.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  England  (Anglican). 

In  1869,  he  trained  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  in  Toronto,  and  sub- 
sequently served  as  a Lieutenant  in  the  Twenty-seventh  Battalion,  Middlesex 
County,  Ontario,  and  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Ninety-first  Battalion,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  He  was  an  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  Eighty-second  Battalion  of  the 
Canadian  Expeditionary  Force  during  World  War  I. 

On  June  26,  1878,  he  married  Louise  T.  Hungerford,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Hungerford  of  Watford,  Ontario.  They  had  two  sons:  Dr.  Reginald  Harry  and 
Robert  Earl. 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  practised  medicine  in  Arkona,  Ontario,  from  1874  to 
1879,  and  served  as  Reeve  of  Arkona,  Lambton  County,  Ontario,  before  coming 
west  to  Manitoba  in  1880.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Manitoba  Medical 
College  in  which  he  held  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  He  was 
later  named  Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  and  was  a Councillor 
and  member  of  the  Board  of  Studies,  University  of  Manitoba. 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  moved  to  Banff,  Northwest  Territories,  in  1883  and,  in 
1886,  established  the  Banff  Sanitarium  where  he  served  as  Medical  Doctor.  In  1909 
he  established  the  Brett  Hospital  at  Banff  where  he  was  Senior  Surgeon.  He  was 
also  President  of  both  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Northwest 
Territories  and  the  Alberta  Medical  Association.  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  served  on  the 
Senate  of  the  University  of  Alberta  in  1908  and  1912,  was  a member  of  the 
Dominion  Medical  Council  in  1912,  served  as  Provincial  President  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society  (1914/15),  received  an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  (1915)  from  the 
University  of  Alberta,  and  was  President  of  the  Canada  Medical  Council  in  1921. 
In  the  early  days  at  Banff,  he  served  as  Chief  Surgeon  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  at  the  collieries  at  Canmore,  Anthracite,  and  Bankhead.  As  well,  he  was 
proprietor  of  the  Banff  newspaper  named  the  Crag  and  Canyon  and  established  the 
Halcyon  Hot  Springs  Sanitarium  Company  at  Arrow  Lake,  British  Columbia. 

In  1888,  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  was  elected  to  the  Northwest  Territories 
Legislative  Assembly  for  the  electoral  district  of  Red  Deer  and  was  reelected  by 
acclamation  in  1891  for  Banff.  He  was  reelected  again  in  1894  and  1898.  Dr. 
Robert  G.  Brett  was  Chairman  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  Advisory  Council 
from  1889  to  1891  and  was  later  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  In  1896,  he  introduced 
the  issue  of  provincial  autonomy  into  the  Territorial  Legislature,  proposing  that  the 
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Districts  of  Alberta  and  Athabasca  become  separate  provinces.  He  was  also  a 
leading  advocate  in  convincing  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  Canadian 
federal  government  to  institute  reforms  in  the  management  of  Banff  National  Park. 
He  stood  as  a Conservative  candidate  at  the  first  Alberta  provincial  election  of 
1905,  but  was  defeated.  Although  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  was  President  of  the  Alberta 
Conservative  Association  in  1909,  he  was  not  the  political  leader  of  the  party  that 
year. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  Robert  Borden,  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  October  20,  1915.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  His  Royal  Highness  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  Governor 
General  of  Canada.  The  Honourable  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  was  reappointed 
Lieutenant-Governor  for  a second  term  and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity 
until  his  successor  was  appointed  effective  October  29,  1925.  During  his  term  of 
service,  his  Secretary  and  Aide-de-Camp  was  Major  R.T.  Stafford. 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  died  on  September  16,  1929,  at  Calgary,  Alberta,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Banff  Cemetery  at  Banff,  Alberta.  A park  in  the  city  of  Edmonton  is 
named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  DR.  WILLIAM  EGBERT,  1925-31 

Like  his  immediate  predecessor  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta,  The 
Honourable  Dr.  William  Egbert  was  a medical  doctor.  He  was  a leader  in  his 
profession  and  was  active  in  Alberta  municipal  and  provincial  politics. 

Dr.  William  Egbert  was  born  on  February  25,  1857,  in  Welland  County, 
Canada  West  (Ontario).  He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Morgan  Egbert  and  Maria 
Silverthorne. 

Dr.  William  Egbert  attended  Dunnville  Public  and  High  Schools  and  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Medicine  degree  from  the  University  of  Toronto  in  1889  and  his 
Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Master  in  Surgery  degrees  from  Victoria  University, 
Toronto.  As  well,  he  completed  postgraduate  courses  in  London,  England,  and 
New  York  City. 

On  December  27,  1884,  Dr.  William  Egbert  married  Eva  C.  Millar,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Millar  of  Haldimand  County,  Ontario.  They  had  two  children:  Ethel  C. 
and  William  Gordon.  His  son  became  a judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alberta. 

Dr.  William  Egbert  taught  briefly  at  Dunnville,  Ontario,  and  was  Principal  of 
the  Dunnville  Public  School  prior  to  entering  medical  school  at  the  University  of 
Toronto.  Following  the  completion  of  his  medical  training,  he  established  a practice 
at  Milverton,  Ontario.  In  1904,  he  moved  to  Calgary  to  practise  medicine. 

At  the  provincial  election  of  March  22,  1909,  Dr.  William  Egbert  was  an 
unsuccessful  Liberal  candidate  for  Calgary.  However,  that  same  year,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Calgary  City  Council  for  a two  year  term.  Dr.  William  Egbert  was  a 
candidate  for  Mayor  of  Calgary  in  1911,  but  was  defeated. 

He  was  a member  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada  and  his  fraternal 
associations  were  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Oddfellows.  He  served  as  President  of  the  Alberta  Provincial  Federal 
Association  from  1917-25,  was  President  of  the  Calgary  Board  of  Trade  in  1918, 
was  President  of  the  Alberta  Provincial  Medical  Association  in  1921,  and  was 
President  of  the  Alberta  Liberal  Association  in  1924.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Edmonton  Board  of  Health,  served  as  Paymaster  of  the  103rd  Regiment,  Calgary, 
and  received  an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from  the  University  of  Alberta 
(1917). 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  King,  Dr.  William 
Egbert  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  October  29,  1925. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Byng,  Governor  General  of  Canada.  Dr. 
William  Egbert  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  until  his  successor  was  appointed 
effective  May  5,  1931. 

In  1935,  Dr.  William  Egbert  became  Chairman  of  the  non-party  Economic 
Safety  League  which  was  organized  to  oppose  Social  Credit. 

He  died  on  October  15,  1936,  at  Calgary,  Alberta,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Union  Cemetery  in  that  city. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  L.  WALSH,  1931-36 

The  Honourable  William  L.  Walsh  was  a lawyer  by  profession  and  had  a 
strong  interest  in  public  affairs.  As  well  as  serving  as  Alberta’s  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  he  was  the  first  President  of  the  Conservative  Association  of  the 
Province  of  Alberta. 

William  Legh  Walsh  was  born  on  January  28,  1857,  at  Simcoe,  Canada  West 
(Ontario).  He  was  the  son  of  Aquila  Walsh  and  Jane  Adams  Wilson.  His  father 
was  a Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Upper  (Ontario)  and  Lower  (Quebec) 
Canada  and  was  the  first  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  electoral  district  of 
Norfolk  North,  Ontario,  in  1867.  William  L.  Walsh  was  a member  of  the  Church 
of  England  (Anglican). 

After  attending  public  and  high  school  in  Simcoe,  Ontario,  William  L.  Walsh 
studied  at  the  University  of  Toronto  and  Osgoode  Hall.  He  was  called  to  the 
Ontario  Bar  in  1880. 

On  November  17,  1883,  he  married  Bessie  McVittie  of  Barrie,  Ontario.  They 
had  two  children:  Marguerite  Claire  and  Legh  A.  Following  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  he  married  Bertha  M.  Barber,  daughter  of  George  Cassady  of  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  on  April  22,  1931. 

After  attending  Osgoode  Hall,  William  L.  Walsh  was  associated  with  the  firm 
of  D’ Alton  McCarthy  in  Orangeville,  Ontario.  He  was  the  unsuccessful 
Conservative  candidate  for  the  Ontario  constituency  of  Cardwell  at  the  federal 
general  election  of  1896.  He  came  west  in  1900  and  was  called  to  the  Yukon  Bar 
that  year,  establishing  a law  practice  at  Dawson  in  the  Yukon  during  the  gold  rush. 
He  was  named  King’s  Counsel  in  1903  and  was  called  to  the  Northwest  Territories 
Bar  in  1904.  In  1904,  he  was  a candidate  for  the  Mayor  of  Dawson,  Yukon 
Territory,  but  was  defeated.  He  settled  in  Calgary  later  the  same  year.  While 
practising  law  in  Calgary,  he  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Walsh,  McCarthy, 
and  Carson.  This  firm  evolved  into  the  present-day  firm  of  MacLeod  Dixon. 

William  L.  Walsh  was  the  first  President  of  the  Conservative  Association  of 
Alberta  and  ran  unsuccessfully  for  that  party  at  a provincial  by-election  in  1906.  In 
1909,  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  two  Counsels  to  the  Royal  Commission 
investigating  whether  any  officers  of  the  government  or  any  Members  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  had  had  dealings  with  the  Alberta  and  Great 
Waterways  Railway  Company.  William  L.  Walsh  was  a Conservative  organizer  in 
the  1911  federal  election  which  saw  the  defeat  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  Wilfred 
Laurier  and  the  election  of  Robert  Borden.  He  was  appointed  a judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Alberta  in  1912  and  left  the  Bench  in  1931  to  serve  as 
Lieutenant-Governor . 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  R.B.  Bennett,  William  L.  Walsh  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  May  5,  1931.  This  appointment 
was  made  by  the  Earl  of  Bessborough,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

The  Honourable  William  L.  Walsh’s  tenure  as  Lieutenant-Governor  is  asso- 
ciated with  a minor  constitutional  problem  that  was  precipitated  by  the  resignation 
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THE  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  L.  WALSH 
1931-36 


of  Premier  John  E.  Brownlee  in  July,  1934.  When  he  resigned,  Premier  Brownlee 
did  not  name  a successor.  The  Government  Caucus  chose  Richard  G.  Reid.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  refused  to  accept  this  choice  until  Richard  G.  Reid  was  able 
to  prove  his  ability  by  forming  a Cabinet. 

The  Honourable  William  L.  Walsh  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  until  his 
successor  was  appointed  effective  October  1,  1936. 

William  L.  Walsh  was  an  Honorary  Chief  (“Sitting  Eagle”)  of  the  Blood 
Indians  (1931),  received  an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from  the  University  of 
Alberta  (1932),  was  an  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  University  of  Alberta  Detachment 
of  the  Canadian  Officer  Training  Corps,  was  an  Honorary  Bencher  of  the  Law 
Society  of  Alberta,  and  was  a Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most  Venerable  Order  of  the 
Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Calgary  Ran- 
chmen’s Club  and  the  Calgary  Golf  and  Country  Club.  An  avid  golfer,  William  L. 
Walsh  founded  a seniors’  golf  tournament  which  bears  his  name  and  is  conducted 
to  this  day  alternately  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 

He  died  on  January  13,  1938,  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Union  Cemetery  at  Calgary,  Alberta. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  COLONEL  PHILIP  C.H.  PRIMROSE,  1936-37 

The  Honourable  Colonel  Philip  C.H.  Primrose  was  known  for  his  long  and 
distinguished  career  with  the  North-West  Mounted  Police,  now  known  as  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police.  He  was  the  first  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  to  die 
in  office  and  his  was  the  first  state  funeral  in  the  history  of  the  Province. 

Philip  Carteret  Hill  Primrose  was  born  on  October  23,  1864,  at  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia.  He  was  the  son  of  Alexander  Primrose  and  Elizabeth  Daly  and  a distant 
cousin  of  the  Earl  of  Roseberry,  whose  family  name  is  Primrose.  His  father  was  a 
Halifax  barrister  and  upon  his  father’s  death,  Philip  and  his  mother  moved  to 
Pictou,  Nova  Scotia.  Philip  C.H.  Primrose  attended  the  Pictou  Academy  and 
graduated  from  the  Royal  Military  College  of  Canada  at  Kingston,  Ontario. 

On  January  8,  1902,  he  married  Lily  Deane,  daughter  of  Superintendent 
Richard  Burton  Deane,  an  officer  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police.  They  had 
three  children:  Phyllis,  Neil,  and  Sybil.  Neil  Primrose  eventually  became  a Judge  of 
the  Trial  Division,  Supreme  Court  of  Alberta. 

Upon  graduation  from  the  Royal  Military  College  of  Canada,  Philip  C.H. 
Primrose  was  appointed  an  Inspector  in  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  on 
August  1,  1885.  He  was  first  stationed  at  Regina  but  was  soon  transferred  to  Fort 
Saskatchewan.  He  also  served  at  Wood  Mountain,  Calgary,  and  Macleod.  On 
October  14,  1899,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Superintendent.  In  that  year,  he 
was  sent  to  the  Klondike  where  he  spent  more  than  four  years  during  the  great 
Yukon  gold  rush.  During  that  time,  he  met  a young  lawyer  named  William  L. 
Walsh  who  was  to  become  his  predecessor  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta. 
Philip  C.H.  Primrose  then  returned  to  Macleod  and  remained  there  as  Com- 
manding Officer  until  1913,  when  he  proceeded  to  Royal  North-West  Mounted 
Police  Headquarters  to  organize  the  Criminal  Investigation  Branch.  He  resigned 
from  the  force  on  April  15,  1915,  and  subsequently  served  as  Police  Magistrate  for 
the  City  of  Edmonton  from  1915  to  1935.  Some  40,000  cases  were  tried  before  him. 
During  World  War  I,  Philip  C.H.  Primrose  was  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Edmonton  Reserve  Battalion,  Canadian  Army. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  King,  Philip  C.H. 
Primrose  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  October  1,  1936. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Tweedsmuir,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

Philip  C.H.  Primrose  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada, 
was  Past-President  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  Veterans’  Association,  and 
in  1927,  was  made  a Life  Member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Veterans’  Association, 
Edmonton.  Although  a Liberal  by  persuasion,  he  never  participated  actively  in 
politics. 

Philip  C.H.  Primrose  died  on  March  17,  1937,  at  Edmonton,  Alberta,  having 
served  as  Alberta’s  Lieutenant-Governor  only  six  months.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Edmonton  Cemetery.  A district  in  the  city  of  Edmonton  is  named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  JOHN  C.  BOWEN,  1937-50 

The  Honourable  John  C.  Bowen  was  the  only  clergyman  who  ever  held  the 
position  of  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta.  He  also  served  longer  than  any  of 
Alberta’s  Lieutenant-Governors. 

John  Campbell  Bowen  was  born  on  October  3,  1872,  at  Metcalfe,  Osgoode 
Township,  Ontario,  and  he  grew  up  in  Ottawa,  Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  Peter 
Bowen  and  Margaret  Poaps. 

As  well  as  attending  public  schools  in  Ontario,  John  C.  Bowen  studied  at 
Brandon  College,  in  Brandon,  Manitoba,  and  McMaster  University,  in  Hamilton, 
Ontario. 

On  October  25,  1906,  he  married  Edith  Oliver,  daughter  of  Reverend  George 
Leslie  Oliver  and  Margaret  McIntyre  Oliver,  at  St.  Mary’s,  Ontario.  John  C. 
Bowen  and  his  wife  had  two  daughters:  Margaret  Gwendolyn  and  Emma  Ruth. 

John  C.  Bowen’s  first  experience  in  western  Canada  was  as  a student  harvester 
in  southern  Alberta.  Later,  when  he  completed  his  theological  training,  he  held 
Baptist  church  pastorates  in  Dauphin,  Manitoba;  Broadway  Baptist  Church  in 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba;  and  Strathcona  Baptist  Church  in  Edmonton,  Alberta;  before 
becoming  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Baptist  Union  of  Western  Canada. 
He  resigned  from  this  position  after  one  year  because  of  ill  health.  Returning  to 
Edmonton  in  1912,  he  went  into  the  life  insurance  business  with  Mutual  Life 
Assurance  of  Canada. 

In  response  to  the  Great  War,  John  C.  Bowen  went  overseas  from  Edmonton 
in  October,  1915,  as  Chaplain  of  the  Sixty-third  Battalion  of  the  Canadian  Ex- 
peditionary Force.  In  England,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Fourteenth  Artillery 
Brigade  and  served  in  France  for  two  years  with  the  rank  of  Captain,  returning  to 
Edmonton  in  July,  1918.  After  experiencing  some  ill  health  resulting  from  his  war 
service,  he  reentered  the  insurance  business. 

John  C.  Bowen  was  a member  of  the  Edmonton  Exhibition  Board  (1921-26) 
and  was  also  Chairman  of  Edmonton’s  Board  of  Public  Welfare  and  Board  of 
Health.  He  was  elected  City  Alderman  in  1920.  He  was  also  a candidate  for  Mayor 
of  Edmonton  in  1928,  but  was  defeated.  In  1921,  John  C.  Bowen  was  elected  as 
one  of  the  five  candidates  for  the  multi-Member  Edmonton  electoral  district  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta.  He  was  appointed  Liberal  House  Leader  on 
March  15,  1926.  At  the  general  election  of  June  28,  1926,  however,  he  was  defeated 
and  he  was  also  unsuccessful  at  a by-election  for  Edmonton  held  on  January  9, 
1931. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  King,  John  C. 
Bowen  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  March  23,  1937. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Tweedsmuir,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

During  his  term  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  a great  deal  of  John  C.  Bowen’s 
work  related  to  the  conduct  of  World  War  II.  He  helped  promote  the  sale  of  war 
bonds,  visited  military  units  posted  in  Alberta,  and  liaised  with  the  United  States 
Army  in  Edmonton  and  in  Whitehorse,  Yukon  Territory,  during  the  construction 
of  the  Alaska  Highway.  As  well,  he  became  entangled  in  a serious  constitutional 
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dispute  when  he  refused  to  give  Royal  Assent  to  three  bills  passed  by  the  Alberta 
Legislature  in  1937.  Two  of  the  bills  would  have  put  banks  under  the  authority  of 
the  provincial  government.  The  third,  the  Accurate  News  and  Information  Act, 
would  have  forced  newspapers  to  print  government  rebuttals  to  stories  the  Cabinet 
deemed  misleading.  All  three  bills  were  later  declared  unconstitutional  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  and  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  at 
Westminster,  England.  John  C.  Bowen  was  reappointed  Lieutenant-Governor  for  a 
second  term  and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  his  successor  was  ap- 
pointed effective  February  1,  1950. 

John  C.  Bowen  was  a member  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Pioneers  and 
Descendants  Association  and  served  on  the  Board  of  Brandon  College,  which  later 
became  Brandon  University.  He  was  an  Honorary  Colonel  of  the  Canadian  Officer 
Training  Corps  and  a Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most  Venerable  Order  of  the  Hospi- 
tal of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  (1948).  He  was  presented  with  the  United  States  Medal 
of  Freedom  with  Silver  Palm  for  meritorious  services  performed  for  the  United 
States  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  western  Canada  from  1943  to  1945  and  he 
received  an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  (1939)  from  the  University  of  Al- 
berta. 

John  C.  Bowen  died  on  January  2,  1957,  at  Edmonton,  Alberta,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Edmonton  Cemetery. 


54 


THE  HONOURABLE  JOHN  J.  BOWLEN,  1950-59 

The  Honourable  John  J.  Bowlen  was  a very  successful  rancher  and  farmer  and 
was  active  in  provincial  politics  and  public  affairs.  He  was  Alberta’s  oldest  serving 
Lieutenant-Governor . 

John  James  Bowlen  was  born  on  July  21,  1876,  at  Cardigan,  Prince  Edward 
Island.  He  was  the  son  of  Michael  Bowlen  and  Mary  Casey  and  was  educated  at 
the  Cardigan  School.  John  J.  Bowlen  was  a Roman  Catholic. 

On  July  11,  1900,  he  married  Caroline  Suive,  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  Suive,  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  They  had  three  children:  Dr.  J.J.,  Mary  H.,  and  Alice  M. 

After  spending  his  early  years  working  in  Boston,  Massachusetts;  Prince 
Edward  Island;  and  Manitoba;  John  J.  Bowlen  purchased  a farm  near  Muenster, 
Saskatchewan,  in  1906.  In  order  to  maintain  this  farm,  he  began  buying  and  selling 
horses.  In  1910,  he  purchased  a ranch  near  Rosebud,  Alberta.  He  sold  this  ranch  in 
1917  and  bought  Tony  Day’s  Q Ranch,  which  had  a range  of  approximately 
100,000  acres  and  straddled  the  Alberta-Saskatchewan  border  along  the  in- 
ternational boundary  with  the  United  States.  The  nearest  town  to  the  ranch 
buildings  was  Havre,  Montana,  and  the  nearest  telegraph  office  was  at  Govanlock, 
Saskatchewan,  which  was  forty  miles  north  of  the  ranch.  In  1920,  he  sold  this 
ranch  and  purchased  the  Brand-27  Ranch  near  Alder  son,  which  he  renamed  the 
Nine-Bar.  It  eventually  became  the  largest  horse  ranch  in  Canada.  In  1922,  he  also 
began  raising  cattle  on  a ranch  near  Pincher  Creek  and  purchased  a farm  near 
Claresholm.  When  the  demand  for  horses  started  to  decline  in  1929,  he  began 
raising  sheep  at  the  Nine-Bar  Ranch.  During  the  period  1942-45,  he  sold  most  of 
his  property  and  tried  to  retire.  In  1946,  he  bought  a farm  on  the  Bow  River  near 
Carseland.  While  he  was  Lieutenant-Governor,  he  maintained  this  farm  as  well  as 
grain  farms  at  Cochrane,  Alberta,  and  Macklin,  Saskatchewan.  He  was  President 
of  the  Gilchrist  Ranching  Company  and  Vice-President  of  the  Union  Packing 
Company  and  Maysland  Estates. 

John  J.  Bowlen  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  electoral  district  of 
North  Battleford  at  the  federal  general  election  of  1914.  He  was  first  elected  to  the 
Alberta  Legislature  as  a Liberal  at  the  general  election  of  June  19,  1930,  for  the 
multi-Member  Calgary  electoral  district.  He  was  one  of  only  six  Opposition 
Members  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Social  Credit  “landslide”  of  1935.  He  was  reelected 
as  an  Independent  in  1940,  but  was  defeated  at  the  1944  election.  In  total,  he 
represented  Calgary  in  the  Alberta  Legislature  for  fourteen  years.  He  was  House 
Leader  for  the  Liberal  Party  in  1936  and  1937. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Louis  St.  Laurent,  John  J.  Bowlen  was  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  February  1,  1950.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Viscount  Alexander,  Governor  General  of  Canada.  The 
Honourable  John  J.  Bowlen  was  reappointed  for  a second  term.  His  Secretary  was 
Melvin  J.  Wright. 

John  J.  Bowlen  had  many  associations  and  received  many  honors.  He  was 
Vice-President  and  Honorary  President  of  the  Western  Stock  Growers’  Association, 
Governor  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  and  the  first  western 
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Canadian  to  be  on  the  executive  of  the  same  organization,  Associate  Director  of  the 
Calgary  Exhibition  and  Stampede,  and  was  a member  of  the  Calgary  Public 
Library  Board.  As  well,  he  was  a member  of  the  Kiwanis,  Elks,  and  Canadian 
Clubs,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  John  J.  Bowlen  was  also  an  Honorary  Chief 
(“Sitting  Eagle”)  of  the  Blood  Indians  (1951),  and  a Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most 
Venerable  Order  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  (1951).  He  also  received 
an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from  the  University  of  Alberta  (1952). 

John  J.  Bowlen  died  in  office  on  December  16,  1959,  at  Edmonton,  Alberta, 
and  he  was  buried  in  St.  Joachim’s  Cemetery  in  that  city.  A provincial  government 
building  in  Calgary  and  a junior  high  school  in  Edmonton  are  named  in  his 
memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  J.  PERCY  PAGE,  1959-66 

The  Honourable  J.  Percy  Page  was  a teacher  by  profession  and  was  the 
organizer  and  Coach  of  the  famous  Edmonton  “Grads”  women’s  basketball  team. 
He  was  also  very  active  in  Alberta  provincial  politics. 

John  Percy  Page  was  born  on  May  14,  1887,  at  Rochester,  New  York.  He  was 
the  son  of  Absalom  Bell  Page  and  Elizabeth  Thomas,  Canadian  citizens  who  had 
returned  to  Bronte,  Ontario,  in  1890,  where  Percy  was  raised. 

J.  Percy  Page  attended  Oakville  Junior  High  School,  Hamilton  Collegiate 
Institute,  Ontario  Normal  School,  and  Queen’s  University.  He  held  a Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  Queen’s  University  and  a Bachelor  of  Commercial  Science  degree 
from  the  American  Institute  of  Business. 

On  March  25,  1910,  J.  Percy  Page  married  Maude  Roche,  daughter  of  Gilbert 
Roche,  of  St.  Thomas,  Ontario.  They  had  one  daughter:  Patricia  Hollingsworth. 

J.  Percy  Page  began  his  teaching  career  at  Rothesay  Collegiate  in  Rothesay, 
New  Brunswick,  in  1906.  From  1907  to  1912,  he  taught  at  the  St.  Thomas 
Collegiate  Institute.  In  1912,  he  was  invited  to  Edmonton  to  introduce  commercial 
training  into  the  high  school  system.  He  wrote  the  textbook  Practical  Office 
Training  in  1932  and  eventually  became  Principal  of  McDougall  Commercial  High 
School  and  Principal  of  the  Commercial  Section,  Victoria  Composite  High  School, 
in  Edmonton.  He  retired  from  teaching  in  1952. 

In  1914,  J.  Percy  Page  organized  the  Edmonton  Commercial  Grads  women’s 
basketball  team.  Over  a twenty-five  year  period,  the  “Grads”  won  502  out  of  522 
games.  They  travelled  internationally,  playing  at  four  Olympic  meets:  Paris  (1924), 
Amsterdam  (1928),  Los  Angeles  (1932),  and  Berlin  (1936).  They  never  lost  a game 
on  these  tours  and  held  the  world  women’s  basketball  title  for  seventeen  con- 
secutive years.  The  team  was  disbanded  in  1940  when  its  gymnasium  was  taken  over 
by  the  British  Commonwealth  Air  Training  Plan  during  World  War  II. 

In  1940,  J.  Percy  Page  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Members  for  the  multi- 
Member  Edmonton  electoral  district  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta.  He 
was  an  Independent.  He  was  reelected  in  1944,  serving  as  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
from  1944  to  1948.  In  1948,  he  ran  in  the  provincial  election  as  the  candidate  for 
the  Independent  Citizens’  Association  of  Alberta,  but  was  defeated.  He  was  elected 
as  a Progressive  Conservative  Member  in  1952,  and  in  the  same  year,  was  ap- 
pointed House  Leader  for  the  Conservatives.  He  was  reelected  as  a Conservative  in 
June,  1955.  In  1956,  he  was  also  elected  to  the  Edmonton  Public  School  Board.  J. 
Percy  Page  was  defeated  at  the  1959  provincial  election. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  John  G.  Diefenbaker,  J.  Percy  Page  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  December  19,  1959.  This 
appointment  was  made  by  General  Georges-Phileas  Vanier,  Governor  General  of 
Canada.  In  1964,  his  term  was  extended  by  Prime  Minister  Lester  B.  Pearson. 
During  his  term  of  service,  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  Secretary  was  Captain 
Gordon  A.  Johnston.  J.  Percy  Page  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  until 
his  succesor  was  appointed  effective  January  6,  1966. 
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J.  Percy  Page  was  a member  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Mayfair  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Royal  Curling  Club,  and  the 
Touchdown  Football  Club.  He  was  a Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most  Venerable  Order 
of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  (1961)  and  he  received  an  Honorary 
Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from  the  University  of  Alberta  (1961). 

During  his  political  career,  J.  Percy  Page  was  Vice-President  and  President  of 
the  Independent  Citizens’  Association  of  Alberta,  was  President  of  the  Edmonton 
Unity  Association,  served  on  the  Alberta  Unity  Council,  and  was  President  of  the 
Alberta  Progressive  Conservative  Association  and  the  Macdonald-Cartier  Club. 

J.  Percy  Page  died  on  March  2,  1973,  at  Edmonton,  Alberta,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Edmonton  Cemetery.  The  Percy  Page  Centre  for  Recreation  Associations 
and  a high  school  in  Edmonton  are  named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  J.W.  GRANT  MacEWAN,  1966-74 

As  well  as  having  been  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta,  The  Honourable  J.W. 
Grant  MacEwan  is  well-known  as  an  agriculturalist  and  historian.  He  was  also 
active  in  municipal  and  provincial  politics. 

John  Walter  Grant  MacEwan  was  born  on  August  12,  1902,  on  a farm  near 
Brandon,  Manitoba.  He  is  the  son  of  Alexander  H.  MacEwan  and  Bertha  Grant. 

J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  attended  public  school  in  Brandon,  Manitoba,  and 
Melfort,  Saskatchewan.  He  studied  at  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College  in  Guelph, 
received  a Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture  degree  from  the  University  of  Toronto 
in  1926,  and  in  1928,  received  a Master  of  Science  degree  from  Iowa  State  College. 

On  July  26,  1935,  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  married  Phyllis  W.  Cline,  daughter  of 
Vernon  Cline  of  Churchbridge,  Saskatchewan.  Mrs.  MacEwan  died  on  October  12, 
1990.  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  has  one  daughter.  Heather,  from  this  marriage. 

From  1928  to  1946,  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  was  Professor  of  Animal 
Husbandry  and  Director  of  the  School  of  Agriculture  at  the  University  of 
Saskatchewan  in  Saskatoon.  From  1946  to  1951,  he  was  Dean  of  Agriculture  and 
Home  Economics  at  the  University  of  Manitoba.  During  his  career  as  an 
agriculturalist,  he  was  Associate  Editor  of  the  Canadian  Cattleman,  Agricultural 
Editor  of  The  Western  Producer,  and  a contributor  to  the  Farm  and  Ranch 
Review.  Since  1936,  he  has  written  a large  number  of  books  that  deal  primarily 
with  agriculture  and  western  Canadian  history.  He  is  the  author  of  Breeds  of  Farm 
Livestock  in  Canada  (1941),  Feeding  of  Farm  Animals  (1945),  Sodbusters  (1948), 
Agriculture  on  Parade:  The  Story  of  the  Fairs  and  Exhibitions  of  Western  Canada 
(1950),  Between  the  Red  and  the  Rockies  (1952),  Eye  Opener  Bob:  The  Story  of 
Bob  Edwards  (1957),  Fifty  Mighty  Men  (1958),  Calgary  Cavalcade:  From  Fort  to 
Fortune  (1958),  John  Ware*s  Cow  Country  (1960),  Blazing  the  Old  Cattle  Trail 
(1962),  Hoofprints  and  Hitchingposts  (1964),  Poking  into  Politics  (1966),  Entrusted 
to  My  Care  (1966),  Harvest  of  Bread  (1967),  West  to  the  Sea  (1968),  Tantanga 
Mani:  Walking  Buffalo  of  the  Stonies  (1969),  Portrait  from  the  Plains  (1969), 
Power  for  Prairie  Plows  (1971),  Sitting  Bull:  The  Years  in  Canada  (1973),  This  is 
Calgary  (1973),  Battle  for  the  Bay  (1975),  . . . And  Mighty  Women  Too:  Stories  of 
Notable  Western  Canadian  Women  (1975),  Memory  Meadows:  Horse  Stories  from 
Canada*s  Past  (1976),  Cornerstone  Colony:  Selkirk*s  Contribution  to  the  Canadian 
West  (1977),  The  Rhyming  Horseman  of  the  Qu*Appelle:  Captain  Stanley  Harrison 
(1978),  Pat  Burns:  Cattle  King  (1979),  Grant  MacEwan* s Illustrated  History  of 
Western  Canadian  Agriculture  (1980),  Metis  Makers  of  History  (1981),  Charles 
Noble:  Guardian  of  the  Soil  (1983),  Wildhorse  Jack:  The  Legend  of  Jack  Morton 
(1983),  Marie  Anne:  The  Frontier  Adventures  of  Marie  Ann  Lagimodiere  (1984), 
French  in  the  West  = Les  Franco-Canadiens  dans  FOuest  (1984),  Frederick 
Haultain:  Frontier  Statesman  of  the  Canadian  Northwest  (1985),  Grant  MacEwan* s 
Journals  (1986),  Heavy  Horses:  Highlights  of  Their  History  (1986),  He  Left  Them 
Laughing  When  He  Said  Good-bye:  The  Life  and  Times  of  Frontier  Lawyer  Paddy 
Nolan  (1987),  Colonel  James  Walker:  Man  of  the  Western  Frontier  (1989),  and 
Grant  MacEwan* s West:  Sketches  from  the  Past  (1990).  He  is  the  co-author  of 
Science  and  Practice  of  Canadian  Animal  Husbandry  (1936),  General  Agriculture 
(1939),  and  Alberta  Landscapes  (1982). 
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In  1951,  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  at  the  federal 
by-election  for  the  Brandon  electoral  district.  He  was  a Calgary  Alderman  from 
1953  to  1958  and  served  as  Mayor  of  the  same  city  from  1963  to  1965.  He  was 
elected  the  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  the  multi-Member  electoral 
district  of  Calgary  in  1955,  was  appointed  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Party  of  Alberta  in 
1958,  and  resigned  from  this  position  in  1960,  following  that  party’s  defeat  in  the 
1959  election. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Lester  B.  Pearson,  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  January  6,  1966.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  General  Georges-Phileas  Vanier,  Governor  General  of 
Canada.  He  was  reappointed  for  a second  term  and  continued  to  serve  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  until  his  successor  was  appointed  effective  July  2,  1974. 
During  his  service  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan ’s  Secretaries  were 
Captain  Gordon  A.  Johnston  and  M.  Patricia  Halligan. 

J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Calgary  Community 
Foundation  and  President  of  the  Men’s  Canadian  Club  of  Calgary.  In  1976,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foun- 
dation and  was  named  Chairman  of  the  Board  in  1978.  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  has 
received  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degrees  from  the  Universities  of  Alberta  (1966), 
Calgary  (1967),  Brandon  (1969),  Guelph  (1972),  and  Saskatchewan  (1974);  was 
awarded  the  Order  of  Canada  (1975);  was  the  recipient  of  the  Governor  General’s 
Conservation  Award  (1985);  and  was  the  first  person  to  receive  the  Premier’s 
Award  For  Excellence  (1985).  An  Edmonton  community  college  and  an  elementary 
school  in  Calgary  are  named  in  his  honor. 

J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  lives  in  Calgary. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  RALPH  G.  STEINHAUER,  1974-79 

The  Honourable  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
Native  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta.  He  was  very  prominent  in  Alberta  Native 
affairs. 

Ralph  Garvin  Steinhauer  was  born  on  June  8,  1905,  at  Morley,  Alberta,  which 
was  then  located  in  the  Northwest  Territories.  He  was  the  son  of  Josiah  Apow  and 
Amelia  Mildred  Mumford.  Following  the  death  of  his  natural  father  in  1908,  his 
mother  returned  to  Saddle  Lake,  Alberta,  and  eventually  married  James  Arthur 
Steinhauer  who  adopted  her  children,  including  Ralph.  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  was  a 
full  Treaty  Indian  of  the  Cree  tribe  and  great  grandson  of  the  famous  Methodist 
missionary,  Henry  Bird  Steinhauer.  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  was  educated  at  the 
Brandon  Indian  Residential  School  and  was  a member  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada. 

On  November  20,  1928,  he  married  Isabel  Florence  Margaret  Davidson, 
daughter  of  O.G.  Davidson  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  They  had  five  children:  Muriel 
Ann,  Doreen  Margaret,  Kathleen  Amelia  Jean,  Isabel  June,  and  Kenneth  Davidson. 

Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  started  work  as  a clerk  in  a general  store  at  Vilna, 
Alberta.  His  first  application  for  the  position  of  Assistant  Postmaster  of  Vilna  was 
refused  on  racial  grounds.  However,  he  was  eventually  appointed  to  this  position. 
His  farming  career  began  when  he  cleared  a forty  acre  homestead  tract.  He  owned 
a farm  near  Brosseau,  Alberta,  on  the  Saddle  Lake  Indian  Reserve. 

In  1923,  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  joined  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  He  was 
the  Liberal  candidate  for  the  federal  electoral  district  of  Vegreville  in  1963,  but  was 
defeated. 

Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  was  a founding  member  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and 
District  President  of  the  Farmers’  Union.  For  thirty-four  years,  he  served  as 
Councillor  and  for  three  years  as  Chief  of  the  Saddle  Lake  Indian  Band.  He 
founded  and  was  President  of  the  Indian  Association  of  Alberta  and  was  President 
of  the  Alberta  Indian  Development  Corporation.  He  helped  launch  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Saddle  Lake  Centennial  Development  Association,  a successful 
farming  venture  on  the  Saddle  Lake  Reserve.  He  was  a member  of  the  Two  Hills 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was  a Life  Member  of  the  St.  Paul  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  served  five  years  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Alberta  Newstart 
and  was  a Council  Member  for  the  Northern  Alberta  Development  Council.  He  was 
President  of  the  Alberta  Indian  Development  Systems  Limited  and  served  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Brosseau  Mutual  Telephone  System,  the  Indian  Eskimo 
Association,  and  the  Rural  Electrification  Association.  He  was  also  involved  in  the 
Alberta  Rural  Development  Authority  and  the  Federal  Indian  Economic  Develop- 
ment Authority. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliott  Trudeau,  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer 
was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  July  2,  1974.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Jules  Leger,  Governor  General  of  Canada.  His  Senior 
Aide-de-Camp  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  H.  Quarton,  and  his  Secretary  was 
M.  Patricia  Halligan.  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  until  his 


64 


From  the  Painting  by 
D.  van  den  Hoogen 


THE  HONOURABLE  RALPH  G.  STEINHAUER 
1974-79 


65 


successor  was  appointed  effective  October  18,  1979.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm  at 
Saddle  Lake. 

Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  received  the  Canadian  Centennial  Medal  (1967),  the 
Medal  of  Service  of  the  Order  of  Canada  (1967)  which  was  superseded  by  his 
appointment  as  an  Officer  of  the  Order  of  Canada  (1972),  Honorary  Doctor  of 
Laws  degrees  from  the  University  of  Alberta  (1976)  and  the  University  of  Calgary 
(1979),  and  an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  St.  Stephen’s  College, 
Edmonton  (1985).  As  well,  he  was  a Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most  Venerable  Order 
of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  (1975). 

Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  died  at  Edmonton  on  September  19,  1987,  and  was  buried 
in  the  United  Church  Cemetery  at  Saddle  Lake,  Alberta.  An  elementary  school  in 
Edmonton  is  named  in  his  memory. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  FRANK  C.  LYNCH-STAUNTON,  1979-85 

The  Honourable  Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  was  known  primarily  as  a rancher. 
He  was  also  active  in  Alberta  public  affairs. 

Francis  Charles  Lynch-Staunton  was  born  on  March  8,  1905,  at  Fincher  Creek, 
Alberta,  which  was  then  located  in  the  Northwest  Territories.  He  was  the  son  of 
Richard  Lynch-Staunton  and  Isabelle  Mary  Wilson.  After  attending  the  North  Fork 
County  School,  he  studied  at  Western  Canadian  College,  Calgary  (1919-22)  and 
following  that,  he  studied  engineering  at  the  University  of  Alberta  (1923-27). 

On  September  21,  1929,  he  married  Monica  Adam  of  Calgary,  Alberta.  They 
had  three  children:  Betty  Lowe,  Marina  Field,  and  Hugh.  Following  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  in  1976,  he  married  Muriel  B.  Shaw  on  September  29,  1983. 

In  the  spring  of  1927,  Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  secured  employment  surveying 
in  the  Lethbridge  area.  One  survey  and  inspection  project  that  he  worked  on  was 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  viaduct.  After  two  months  of  surveying,  he  was 
employed  as  a geological  surveyor  for  Imperial  Oil  for  two  years  before  entering 
into  a ranching  partnership  with  his  father  in  1929.  This  ranch,  which  is  located 
north  of  Lundbreck,  Alberta,  is  now  a family  corporation  which  is  managed  by  his 
son,  Hugh.  Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  was  a founding  member  and  Director  of 
Community  Auction  Sales.  It  was  the  first  sales  organization  in  Canada  to  sell 
cattle  by  auction. 

In  1933,  he  joined  A Squadron,  South  Alberta  Horse,  at  Fincher  Creek, 
serving  as  a Second  Lieutenant.  He  continued  to  serve  with  the  Canadian  Militia 
until  he  retired  in  1943  with  the  rank  of  Major. 

Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  was  a Councillor  for  Municipal  District  #9,  Fincher 
Creek  (1955-64),  and  he  served  on  the  Senate  of  the  University  of  Lethbridge,  the 
Canada  Council  (1959-65),  and  the  Boards  of  the  Claresholm  Auxiliary  Hospital, 
the  Glenbow  Foundation  (1974-79),  and  Alberta  Government  House  (1978-79). 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  C.  Joseph  Clark,  Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton 
was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  October  18,  1979.  Edward 
Schreyer,  Governor  General  of  Canada,  made  this  appointment.  Frank  C.  Lynch- 
Staunton’s  term  as  Lieutenant-Governor  was  completed  on  October  18,  1984,  but 
he  was  asked  to  continue  in  office  until  his  successor  was  sworn  in  effective 
January  22,  1985.  During  his  period  of  service  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  Frank  C. 
Lynch-Staunton ’s  Senior  Aide-de-Camp  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  H.  Quarton, 
and  his  Secretary  was  M.  Patricia  Halligan. 

Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  received  Honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Alberta  (1980)  and  the  University  of  Lethbridge  (1983).  He  was  a 
Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most  Venerable  Order  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem  (1979),  an  Honorary  Chief  (“Mountain”)  of  the  Blood  Indians,  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  an  Honorary  Member  of  the 
Edmonton  Consular  Corps.  In  1987,  Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton’ s autobiography. 
Greener  Pastures:  The  Memoirs  of  F.  Lynch-Staunton,  was  published. 

Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  died  at  Edmonton  on  September  25,  1990,  and  was 
buried  in  the  St.  George’s  Cemetery  at  Livingstone,  Alberta,  eight  miles  north  of 
Cowley. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  W.  HELEN  HUNLEY,  1985-91 

The  Honourable  W.  Helen  Hunley  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  woman 
to  be  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta.  She  was  very  active  in  Alberta 
municipal  and  provincial  politics  and  was  the  first  woman  to  be  given  full 
ministerial  status  in  the  Alberta  government. 

Wilma  Helen  Hunley  was  born  on  September  6,  1920,  at  Acme,  Alberta.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  James  Edgar  Hunley  and  Esta  May  Hundley.  Her  early  years  were 
spent  in  the  Delia  district.  In  1933,  she  moved  with  her  family  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  House  district.  She  attended  rural  schools  in  southern  Alberta  and  went 
to  the  Rocky  Mountain  House  High  School. 

She  first  worked  as  a telephone  operator  in  Carstairs,  Acme,  and  Calgary.  In 
1941,  she  enlisted  in  the  Canadian  Women’s  Army  Corps  and  served  overseas  from 
1943  to  1945.  She  was  discharged  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  After  her  discharge, 
she  returned  to  her  mother’s  farm  which  she  helped  operate  for  one  year.  She  was 
then  employed  for  nine  years  by  an  implement  and  truck  dealership  and  an  in- 
surance agency  at  Rocky  Mountain  House.  She  purchased  these  businesses  in  1957 
and  held  the  International  Harvester  franchise  in  Rocky  Mountain  House  until 
1968.  She  was  the  first  woman  to  hold  an  International  Harvester  dealership  in 
North  America.  She  has  her  Journeyman’s  Certificate  as  a “Partsman.”  She  owned 
and  managed  Helen  Hunley  Agencies  Limited,  an  insurance  agency,  from  1968-71. 

W.  Helen  Hunley  has  been  active  in  community  affairs  and  volunteer  agencies, 
particularly  the  Red  Cross,  Boy  Scouts,  and  Rocky  Mountain  House  Memorial 
Public  Library.  As  well,  she  served  in  various  executive  positions  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  House  Badminton  Club,  Arts  and  Crafts  Association,  and  Recreation 
Board. 

She  was  Town  Councillor  for  six  years  (1960-66)  and  Mayor  of  Rocky 
Mountain  House  for  five  (1966-71).  She  was  first  elected  the  Member  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  for  the  electoral  district  of  Rocky  Mountain  House 
in  1971.  She  was  reelected  in  1975.  She  served  as  Minister  Without  Portfolio  from 
1971  to  1973  and  was  responsible  for  the  Alberta  Health  Care  Commission.  She 
then  served  as  Alberta’s  first  Solicitor  General  from  1973  to  1975.  And  finally,  she 
was  appointed  Minister  of  Social  Services  and  Community  Health  on  April  3,  1975. 
She  did  not  run  as  a candidate  at  the  general  election  of  1979. 

In  June,  1980,  she  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Alberta  Mental  Health 
Advisory  Council.  The  same  year,  she  also  served  on  the  Alberta  Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary  Commission  and  helped  form  the  Alberta  Citizens’  Coalition.  This 
coalition  was  organized  to  inform  other  Canadians  regarding  Alberta’s  position 
during  the  negotiations  between  the  Alberta  and  Canadian  governments  over 
constitutional  and  energy-related  issues.  In  1984,  she  served  as  President  of  the 
Progressive  Conservative  Party  of  Alberta. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  M.  Brian  Mulroney,  W.  Helen  Hunley  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  January  22,  1985.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Jeanne  M.  Sauve,  Governor  General  of  Canada.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor’s  first  Aide-de-Camp  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  H. 
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Quarton.  He  was  replaced  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Donald  J.  Stewart.  Her 
Private  Secretary  was  M.  Patricia  Halligan-Baker. 

W.  Helen  Hunley  is  a Knight  of  Grace  of  the  Most  Venerable  Order  of  the 
Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  (1985)  and  she  received  an  Honorary  Doctor  of 
Laws  degree  from  the  University  of  Alberta  (1985). 

Her  term  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  was  completed  on  March  11, 
1991.  She  now  resides  in  Rocky  Mountain  House. 
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THE  HONOURABLE  T.  GORDON  TOWERS,  1991- 

As  well  as  having  served  as  a Member  of  Parliament  in  the  Canadian  House  of 
Commons  for  sixteen  years,  T.  Gordon  Towers  has  been  a leader  in  community 
affairs. 

Thomas  Gordon  Towers  was  born  on  July  5,  1919,  at  Red  Deer,  Alberta.  He  is 
the  son  of  Thomas  H.  Towers  and  Janet  Morrison  and  is  an  Elder  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada.  Following  the  completion  of  his  elementary  and 
secondary  education,  he  became  a farmer. 

On  December  27,  1940,  he  married  Doris  R.  Nicholson,  the  daughter  of  R.J. 
Nicholson  of  Red  Deer.  They  have  five  children:  Thomas  R.,  Gary  L.,  Lynda  M., 
Ross  G.,  and  Leona. 

T.  Gordon  Towers  has  served  as  President  of  the  following  organizations: 
River  Glen  Home  and  School  Association  (1956-57),  Red  Deer  Exhibition 
Association  (1964-66),  Prairie  Fairs  Association  (1965-66),  and  the  Red  Deer  4-H 
Council  (1966-67).  As  well,  he  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Master  of  the 
Red  Deer  District  Ancient  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  1963-64  and 
1967-68,  respectively. 

After  running  unsuccessfully  as  the  Progressive  Conservative  candidate  for  the 
electoral  district  of  Red  Deer  at  the  Canadian  federal  elections  of  1963  and  1965, 
T.  Gordon  Towers  was  first  elected  to  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  general 
election  of  October  30,  1972.  He  was  then  reelected  as  the  representative  of  the 
Progressive  Conservative  Party  for  Red  Deer  at  the  general  elections  of  1974,  1979, 
1980,  and  1984. 

During  his  period  of  service  as  a Member  of  Parliament,  T.  Gordon  Towers 
was  a Delegate  to  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  (1978)  and  a Delegate  of 
the  Canadian  Branch,  Commonwealth  Parliamentary  Association,  to  the  29th 
Parliamentary  Seminar  which  was  held  at  Westminster  (1980).  As  well,  he  served  as 
Chairperson  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  (1979-80),  Vice- 
Chairperson  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Agriculture  (1979-80),  Official  Op- 
position Critic  for  the  Ministry  of  Supply  and  Services  (1982-84),  Deputy  Official 
Opposition  Critic  for  the  Ministery  of  Veterans  Affairs  (1983-84),  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Solicitor  General  (1984-86),  and  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Minister  of  State  for  Science  and  Technology  (1986-87).  T.  Gordon  Towers  did  not 
contest  the  federal  general  election  of  November  2,  1988. 

In  1989,  he  was  named  a Paul  Harris  Fellow  by  Rotary  International  and  in 
1990,  Citizen  of  the  Year  by  the  Red  Deer  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  M.  Brian  Mulroney,  T.  Gordon  Towers  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  effective  March  11,  1991.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Ramon  J.  Hnatyshyn,  Governor  General  of  Canada.  As 
Lieutenant-Governor,  The  Honourable  T.  Gordon  Towers  is  Chancellor  of  the 
Order  of  Excellence  and  honorary  patron  of  numerous  associations.  His  Aide-de- 
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Camp  is  Lieutenant  Commander  Donald  J.  Stewart  and  his  Private  Secretary  is 
M.  Patricia  Halligan-Baker. 

T.  Gordon  Towers  continues  to  serve  as  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta. 
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APPENDIX  1 - THE  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  RUPERTS  LAND  AND 
THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES,  1869 

THE  HONOURABLE  SIR  WILLIAM  McDOUGALL,  1869 

The  Honourable  Sir  William  McDougall  was  the  only  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Rupert’s  Land  and  the  Northwest  Territories.  However,  when  he  tried  to  enter  that 
jurisdiction  from  the  United  States,  he  was  turned  back  near  the  border  by  Louis 
Riel’s  insurgents  before  he  could  establish  his  authority  at  Fort  Garry. 
Consequently,  he  resigned  from  office. 

William  McDougall  was  born  on  January  25,  1822,  near  York  (Toronto), 
Upper  Canada  (Ontario).  His  parents  were  Daniel  McDougall  and  Hannah 
Matthews. 

He  received  his  education  at  Victoria  College  in  Cobourg,  Upper  Canada,  and 
in  1847,  began  practising  law  as  an  attorney  and  solicitor  in  Upper  Canada.  In 
1862,  he  was  called  to  the  Upper  Canada  Bar. 

In  1845,  William  McDougall  married  Amelia  Caroline  Easton,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Easton  of  Millbank,  Upper  Canada.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he 
married  Mary  Adelaide  Beatty,  daughter  of  John  Beatty,  M.D.,  a professor  at 
Victoria  College,  Cobourg,  in  1872.  William  McDougall  had  six  children:  George, 
Harold,  Gladwyn,  Dr.  Westroppe,  Mrs.  George  Brown,  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Seymour. 

Throughout  his  career,  William  McDougall  was  noted  as  a leading  voice  of  the 
Clear  Grit  movement,  the  radical  faction  of  the  Reform  Party.  To  voice  his 
political  views,  in  1850,  he  established  the  North  American,  the  official  publication 
of  the  Clear  Grits.  Later,  this  publication  was  absorbed  by  George  Brown’s  Globe, 
and  the  two  men  worked  together  until  1865. 

From  1858  to  1867,  William  McDougall  was  a Member  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Canada  which  governed  present  day  Ontario  and  Quebec.  He 
represented  the  electoral  districts  of  North  Oxford  (1858-63),  North  Ontario  (1863- 
64),  and  North  Lanark  (1864-67).  During  this  period  of  time,  he  also  served  as 
Commissioner  for  Crown  Lands  from  1862  to  1864  and  was  appointed  Provincial 
Secretary  in  1864.  William  McDougall  was  a delegate  to  the  Charlottetown, 
Quebec,  and  Westminster  Conferences  and,  consequently,  was  one  of  the  Fathers 
of  Confederation. 

After  Canadian  confederation  in  1867,  he  joined  the  Conservative  Party  and 
served  as  a Member  of  Parliament  for  the  electoral  district  of  North  Lanark  from 
1867  to  1872  and  was  Canada’s  first  Minister  of  Public  Works.  In  1867,  he 
introduced  the  resolution  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  eventually  led  to  the 
purchase  of  Rupert’s  Land.  He  then  accompanied  Sir  George-Etienne  Cartier  to 
London,  England,  to  negotiate  this  purchase  in  1869. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  William  McDougall 
was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Rupert’s  Land  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  effective  October  1,  1869.  This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Lisgar, 
Governor  General  of  Canada.  However,  as  previously  noted,  when  he  tried  to  enter 
that  jurisdiction  from  the  United  States  on  October  30,  he  was  turned  back  near  the 
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border  by  Louis  Riel’s  insurgents  before  he  could  establish  his  authority  at  Fort 
Garry.  Since  William  McDougall  was  never  officially  installed  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  at  Fort  Garry,  many  authorities  feel  that  he  never  was  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Rupert’s  Land  and  the  Northwest  Territories  and  do  not  name  him  as 
such.  After  he  returned  to  Ottawa,  he  served  as  a Private  Member  in  the  House  of 
Commons  until  1872. 

In  1873,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  He  then  returned  to  politics  and 
served  as  the  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Ontario  for  South  Simcoe 
from  1875  to  1878,  and  following  that,  he  served  as  the  Member  of  Parliament  for 
Halton  from  1878  to  1882. 

William  McDougall  was  knighted  Companion  of  the  Bath  in  1867  and  was  ap- 
pointed Queen’s  Counsel  in  1881. 

He  died  on  May  29,  1905,  at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Beech  wood  Cemetery  at  Vanier,  Ontario. 
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APPENDIX  II-  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS  OF  MANITOBA  AND  THE 
NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES,  1870-76 


1.  THE  HONOURABLE  SIR  ADAMS  G.  ARCHIBALD,  1870-72 

The  Honourable  Sir  Adams  G.  Archibald  rose  to  prominence  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Northwest  Territories.  In  1870,  he  became  the 
first  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories.  In  that 
capacity,  he  negotiated  the  first  two  treaties  with  the  Native  people  of  western 
Canada. 

Adams  George  Archibald  was  born  on  May  18,  1814,  at  Truro,  Nova 
Scotia.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Archibald  and  Elizabeth  Archibald,  daughter 
of  Matthew  Archibald. 

After  attending  the  Pictou  Academy  in  Nova  Scotia,  he  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  The  Honourable  S.G.W.  Archibald.  In  1838,  he  was  called  to  the 
Prince  Edward  Island  Bar  and  in  1839,  he  was  called  to  the  Nova  Scotia  Bar. 

On  June  1,  1843,  Adams  G.  Archibald  married  Elizabeth  Burnyeat, 
daughter  of  The  Reverend  John  Burnyeat  of  Truro,  Nova  Scotia.  They  had 
four  children:  Joanna,  George,  Elizabeth  Alice  (Lilly),  and  Mary. 

In  1851,  Adams  G.  Archibald  left  full-time  legal  practice  to  enter  politics. 
He  represented  the  electoral  district  of  Colchester  County  in  the  Nova  Scotia 
House  of  Assembly  until  1867.  He  was  appointed  Solicitor  General  in  1856  and 
Attorney  General  in  1860.  Following  the  defeat  of  the  Liberal  government  in 
1863,  he  succeeded  Joseph  Howe  as  leader  of  that  party  for  Nova  Scotia. 

During  the  confederation  debates,  Adams  G.  Archibald  was  a strong  sup- 
porter of  the  proposed  union.  As  such,  he  attended  the  three  major  con- 
ferences at  Charlottetown,  Quebec,  and  London,  and  defended  confederation 
against  the  criticisms  of  Joseph  Howe  and  William  Annand  in  1866-67.  On 
July  1,  1867,  he  became  Canada’s  first  Secretary  of  State,  but  was  defeated  at 
the  next  federal  general  election.  Elected  once  again  to  represent  the  federal 
electoral  district  of  Colchester  County  during  a by-election  in  1869,  he  resigned 
in  May,  1870,  in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Adams  G. 
Archibald  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  effective  May  10,  1870.  This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord 
Lisgar,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

The  government  of  the  newly  acquired  Northwest  Territories  was 
administered  under  the  Temporary  Government  Act  until  1871.  Under  this  Act, 
legislative  power  was  vested  entirely  in  the  Lieutenant-Governor  although  it 
could  not  be  effectively  exercised  until  the  federal  government  provided 
clarification  regarding  the  administration  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  by  order-in-council  two  years  later.  However,  Lieutenant-Governor 
Adams  G.  Archibald  did  establish  a basis  for  the  civil  institutions  of  Manitoba 
and  the  Northwest  Territories,  and  he  also  negotiated  the  first  two  treaties  with 
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the  Native  people  of  western  Canada.  Adams  G.  Archibald  served  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  until  his  successor  was  appointed  effective  December  2, 
1872. 

On  June  24,  1873,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  Equity  for  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia.  However,  when  Joseph  Howe  died,  he  replaced  him  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  on  July  4,  1873,  retiring  from  that  office 
on  July  4,  1883.  He  then  represented  Colchester  County  in  the  House  of 
Commons  from  1888  to  1891.  Adams  G.  Archibald  resigned  as  a Member  of 
Parliament  in  1891. 

He  was  knighted  Companion  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George  in  1872  and 
Knight  Commander  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George  in  1885.  He  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  Dalhousie  University  at  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  in  1884.  He  also  served  as  President  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Historical 
Society  in  1885  and  was  a contributor  to  that  society’s  publication  entitled 
Collections. 

Adams  G.  Archibald  died  on  December  14,  1892,  at  Truro  and  was  buried 
in  the  Robie  Street  Cemetery  in  that  community. 

2.  THE  HONOURABLE  SIR  FRANCIS  G.  JOHNSON,  1872 

The  Honourable  Sir  Francis  G.  Johnson  was  the  only  man  to  be 
appointed,  but  not  invested,  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the 
Northwest  Territories.  His  appointment  was  cancelled  before  he  took  the  oath 
of  office. 

Francis  Godschall  Johnson  was  born  on  January  1,  1819,  at  Oakley 
House,  Bedfordshire,  England.  He  was  the  son  of  Godschall  Johnson,  an 
officer  of  the  Tenth  Royal  Hussars,  and  his  mother  was  Lucy  Bisshopp. 

He  was  educated  at  St.  Omer,  France,  and  Bruges,  Belgium,  and  came  to 
Lower  Canada  (Quebec)  when  his  father  moved  to  Quebec  City  in  1834.  He 
continued  his  education  at  that  location,  studied  law,  and  was  called  to  the 
Lower  Canada  Bar  in  1848. 

In  1840,  he  married  Mary  Gates  Jones  of  Montreal.  Following  her  death 
in  1853,  he  married  Mary  Mills  of  Somerset,  England,  in  1857.  There  were 
three  children  from  each  marriage. 

Francis  G.  Johnson’s  association  with  western  Canada  began  in  1854  when 
he  was  appointed  Recorder  of  Rupert’s  Land.  From  June  to  November,  1855, 
he  served  as  Deputy  Governor  of  Assiniboia  in  the  absence  of  Governor 
William  B.  Caldwell.  Then  in  November  of  the  same  year,  he  himself  was 
appointed  Governor  of  Assiniboia,  a position  he  held  for  the  next  four  years. 

From  1858  to  1865,  he  practised  law  in  Montreal.  Francis  G.  Johnson  was 
then  appointed  a judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Montreal  in  1865  and  from 
1870  to  1872,  he  also  served  as  a Special  Commissioner  assisting  in  the 
organization  of  the  new  Province  of  Manitoba. 
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On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Francis  G. 
Johnson  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  effective  April  9,  1872.  This  appointment  was  made  by  Lord  Lisgar, 
Governor  General  of  Canada.  However,  the  matter  of  appointing  someone 
Lieutenant-Governor  who  did  not  intend  to  relinquish  his  position  as  a judge 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec  became  a political  issue  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Consequently,  his  appointment  was  cancelled  before  he  took  the  oath  of  office. 

Francis  G.  Johnson  was  appointed  Queen’s  Counsel  in  1848  and  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  1889.  He  was 
knighted  the  following  year. 

He  died  on  May  27,  1894,  at  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Mount  Royal  Cemetery  in  that  city. 

3.  THE  HONOURABLE  ALEXANDER  MORRIS,  1872-76 

The  Honourable  Alexander  Morris  was  the  last  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories  and  is  considered  one  of  the  ablest 
Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  territorial  period.  During  his  term  of  office,  he 
oversaw  the  introduction  of  the  first  form  of  responsible  government  to  the 
Territories.  As  well,  he  negotiated  Treaties  Three  through  Six  with  the  Native 
people  of  western  Canada. 

Alexander  Morris  was  bom  at  Perth,  Upper  Canada  (Ontario),  on 
March  17,  1826.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  The  Honourable  William  Morris,  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  later.  Executive  Council  of  Upper 
Canada. 

Alexander  Morris  began  his  education  at  the  Perth  Grammar  School  and 
then  attended  Madras  College,  St.  Andrew’s,  and  the  University  of  Glasgow  in 
Scotland.  Following  his  return  to  Canada,  he  worked  for  the  firm  of  Heward 
and  Thorne,  Commission  Agents,  in  Montreal.  Two  years  later,  he  articled  as 
a student  of  law  in  John  A.  Macdonald’s  office  at  Kingston,  Upper  Canada. 
He  then  enrolled  at  McGill  College  where  he  had  the  distinction  of  being  that 
institution’s  first  arts  graduate.  He  then  went  on  to  earn  Master  of  Arts, 
Bachelor  of  Civil  Law,  and  Doctor  of  Civil  Law  degrees  at  that  college.  He 
was  then  called  to  the  Upper  Canada  Bar  and  the  Lower  Canada  (Quebec)  Bar 
in  1851. 

On  November  6,  1851,  Alexander  Morris  married  Margaret  Cline, 
daughter  of  William  Cline  of  Cornwall,  Canada  West  (Ontario).  They  had 
eleven  children:  William,  Alexander  Cline,  Arthur  Henry,  Alfred 

Vankoughnet,  Robert  Cochran,  Edmund  Montagu,  Christine  Vankoughnet, 
Elizabeth  Cochran,  Margaret  Cline,  Ann  Eva,  and  Emily  Murney. 

A Conservative  and  strong  supporter  of  Canadian  confederation, 
Alexander  Morris  was  elected  to  his  father’s  former  seat  of  South  Lanark, 
Upper  Canada,  in  1861.  He  represented  that  electoral  district,  first  in  the 
Union  Government  (i.e.  Upper  and  Lower  Canada)  until  1867,  and  then  in  the 
new  Canadian  government  until  1872.  In  1869,  he  was  appointed  to  the  federal 
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Cabinet  to  serve  as  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald’s  Minister  of  Inland  Revenue.  In 
May,  1872,  he  relinquished  that  position  and  was  appointed  the  first  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Manitoba  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in  July  of  the  same  year. 

On  the  advice  of  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Alexander 
Morris  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  effective  December  2,  1872.  This  appointment  was  made  by  the  Earl 
of  Dufferin,  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

As  noted  previously,  Alexander  Morris  presided  over  the  introduction  of 
the  first  form  of  responsible  government  to  the  Territories  and  facilitated  that 
jurisdiction’s  development  toward  autonomy.  He  also  negotiated  Treaties 
Three  through  Six  with  the  Native  people  of  western  Canada  and,  in  1876, 
concluded  a treaty  with  refugee  Sioux  fleeing  the  United  States  Army.  His  term 
as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories  ended  on  October  7, 
1876,  with  the  implementation  of  the  Northwest  Territories  Act.  However,  he 
continued  to  be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  until  November  7,  1877.  In 
that  capacity,  he  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  passage  of  an  act  which 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  a provincial  university  in  Manitoba. 

Following  his  tenure  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba,  he  contested 
the  electoral  district  of  Selkirk  in  Manitoba  and  lost  to  Donald  A.  Smith. 
Returning  to  Ontario,  he  ran  as  the  Conservative  candidate  for  East  Toronto, 
was  elected,  and  served  as  a Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Ontario 
from  1878  to  1886. 

In  1855,  Alexander  Morris’s  prize- winning  essay  entitled  Canada  and  Her 
Resources  was  published.  In  1858  and  1859,  his  lectures  Nova  Britannia  and 
The  Hudson*s  Bay  and  Pacific  Territories  were  printed.  And  finally,  in  1880, 
his  work  The  Treaties  of  Canada  With  the  Indians  of  the  North-West  was  also 
published. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  Alexander  Morris  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen’s  College  in  Kingston,  Ontario.  He  also  served  as 
Governor  of  McGill  College  in  Montreal,  Quebec.  Alexander  Morris  was  a 
Director  of  the  Toronto  General  Trust  Company,  the  North  American 
Insurance  Company,  and  the  Imperial  Bank. 

He  died  on  October  28,  1889,  at  Toronto,  Ontario,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery  in  that  city. 
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1.  SEATS  OF  GOVERNMENT  (CAPITALS) 

The  Northwest  Territories  was  created  as  a completely  separate  political 
jurisdiction  on  October  7,  1876.  The  first  capital  of  the  Northwest  Territories 
was  Fort  Livingstone,  which  was  located  near  the  Manitoba  border  ap- 
proximately one  mile  northwest  of  present  day  Felly,  Saskatchewan.  Prior  to 
being  the  provisional  or  temporary  capital  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  Fort 
Livingstone  was  the  headquarters  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police.  Soon 
after  the  police  barracks  were  completed  at  that  site,  a large  snake  den  was 
discovered  nearby.  Fortunately,  the  creatures  were  of  a harmless  variety. 
However,  their  constant  presence  was  not  appreciated  by  the  human 
inhabitants  of  the  Fort.  On  one  occasion,  John  Oliver,  the  contractor  for  the 
construction  of  Fort  Livingstone,  organized  his  workmen  into  ten-man  teams 
and  had  a snake-catching  contest.  The  winning  team  caught  1,136  snakes,  “not 
including  small  ones.”* 

Before  the  new  Lieutenant-Governor  arrived  at  Fort  Livingstone,  John 
Oliver,  his  men,  and  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  garrison  were  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Battleford,  which  is  located  in  present-day  Saskatchewan,  and 
construct  new  police  barracks  and  a building  for  the  territorial  government  at 
that  location.  Many  authorities  feel  that  Battleford  was  selected  because  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  be  on  the  route  of  the  anticipated  national  railway. 

David  Laird,  the  first  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories, 
arrived  at  Fort  Livingstone  on  November  10,  1876.  He  and  his  four-man 
Northwest  Council  convened  their  First  Session  at  that  location  on  March  8, 
1877. 

In  1877,  Lieutenant-Governor  Laird  and  the  remainder  of  the  territorial 
government  moved  to  Battleford  and  began  to  use  the  building  that  had  been 
especially  constructed  for  their  use  at  that  location.  This  building  was  com- 
monly referred  to  as  “Government  House”  and  is  located  high  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Battle  River  near  the  junction  of  the  Battle  and  Saskatchewan 
Rivers.  The  Council  Chambers  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  quarters  were 
both  located  in  Government  House.  Although  it  has  been  modified  con- 
siderably, this  building  still  exists  and  was  used  as  a seminary  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Oblate  Order  until  1972.  The  Judge’s  house,  the  Registrar’s  house, 
and  the  Land  Titles  Office  were  located  nearby.  The  North-West  Mounted 
Police  post  was  located  on  the  plain  below  between  the  Battle  and  Saskat- 
chewan Rivers. 

From  August  30  to  September  1,  1881,  the  territorial  capital  at  Battleford 
was  visited  by  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  the  Marquis  of  Lome.  (The 
Province  of  Alberta  is  named  after  his  wife.  Princess  Louise  Caroline  Alberta.) 
As  well  as  taking  part  in  many  other  activities  during  his  short  visit,  the 
Governor  General  attended  an  Indian  Council.  The  Native  leaders’  principal 
request,  on  that  occasion,  was  for  “more  grub.”  Anyone  who  is  familiar  with 
the  problems  faced  by  the  Native  population,  at  that  time,  will  understand 


* Chalmers,  John  W.,  Laird  of  the  West,  Calgary:  Detselig  Enterprises  Ltd.,  1981,  pp.  63-64. 
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why.  The  Governor  General  promised  that  their  needs,  in  this  regard,  would  be 
met. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Dewdney,  who  succeeded  David  Laird  on  Decem- 
ber 3,  1881,  and  the  remainder  of  the  territorial  government  moved  to  Regina 
in  1882.  It  was  now  known  that  the  route  of  the  national  railway  would  pass 
through  that  community.  The  decision  to  move  the  territorial  capital  from 
Battleford  to  Regina  was  made  in  June,  1882,  by  Lieutenant-Governor 
Dewdney  in  consultation  with  W.C.  Van  Horne,  the  General  Manager  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and  Prime  Minister  Sir  John  A.  Mac- 
donald. It  became  effective  through  an  order-in-council  dated  March  27,  1883. 
Many  citizens  were  upset  by  this  decision.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  was  motivated  by  the  fact  that  he  owned  property  in  Regina. 

A building  was  constructed  on  Dewdney  Avenue  in  Regina  for  the 
territorial  government.  The  remains  of  this  structure  have  been  declared  an 
historic  site  by  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan.  By  the  end  of  his  term  of  service 
as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territories,  Edgar  Dewdney  had 
managed  to  expand  the  government’s  staff  from  his  predecessor’s  full-time 
Clerk  and  part-time  legal  advisor  to  twelve  permanent  staff  positions  and  a 
number  of  part-time  positions.  This  number  does  not  include  The  Board  of 
Education  which  employed  three  full-time  employees  and  a number  of  part- 
time  employees. 

Several  communities  were  interested  in  being  designated  Alberta’s  capital. 
In  the  1880’s,  Calgary  had  even  tried  to  lure  the  territorial  capital  away  from 
Regina.  However,  the  contest  for  the  capital  of  Alberta  began  in  earnest  after 
the  1904  federal  general  election.  During  the  related  campaign.  Prime  Minister 
Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  stated  that  if  his  Liberal  government  was  returned  to 
office,  he  would  ensure  that  the  Northwest  Territories  was  given  provincial 
status. 

As  one  would  expect,  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  the  two  largest  cities  in 
Alberta,  were  the  chief  contenders.  Calgary  had  elected  Conservative  Maitland 
S.  McCarthy  to  represent  them  in  the  federal  House  of  Commons.  Edmonton 
returned  Liberal  Frank  Oliver.  Maitland  S.  McCarthy  was  a new  Member  of 
Parliament  whereas  Frank  Oliver  had  eight  years  previous  experience  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament  and  on  April  1,  1905,  was  appointed  Minister  of  the 
Interior.  Most  political  observers  would  have  been  very  concerned  regarding 
Calgary’s  prospects  of  being  designated  the  future  capital  of  Alberta  at  this 
point;  however,  that  city  was  still  confident  that  it  had  made  the  right  choice 
by  electing  a Conservative  to  represent  their  interests  in  Ottawa. 

Red  Deer  felt  that  it  was  the  logical  compromise  between  the  two  chief 
protaganists,  particularly  since  it  was  located  approximately  half-way  between 
Calgary  and  Edmonton.  If  Calgary  couldn’t  be  the  seat  of  the  new  provincial 
government,  that  city  would  support  nearby  Banff  as  a “neutral”  alternative. 
Medicine  Hat  was  interested  as  well;  however,  its  Member  of  Parliament, 
Liberal  Walter  Scott,  discouraged  that  city  from  pursuing  the  matter.  Leth- 
bridge did  not  express  a strong  interest  in  being  capital.  Several  other  smaller 
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ALBERTA’S  LEGISLATURE  BUILDING,  EDMONTON,  ALBERTA 

Fort  Edmonton  can  be  seen  in  the  foreground. 


communities,  Athabasca  Landing,  Blackfalds,  and  Vegreville,  to  name  a few, 
also  expressed  an  interest  in  being  designated  capital.  However,  none  of  these 
was  given  serious  consideration. 

Following  a considerable  amount  of  lobbying  by  all  of  the  major  con- 
tenders, Edmonton  was  designated  the  provisional  capital  of  Alberta  when  the 
related  legislation  was  given  Royal  Assent  (i.e.  Alberta  Act,  July  20,  1905). 
The  Act  stated,  however,  that  this  designation  would  stand  “unless  or  until  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council  of  the  said  province  otherwise  directs.” 

Having  lost  the  first  round,  Calgary  now  set  its  sights  on  being  designated 
the  capital  by  the  new  provincial  Legislature.  However,  early  in  1905,  Prime 
Minister  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  assigned  the  task  of  establishing  Alberta’s  new 
electoral  districts  (i.e.  constituencies)  to  Edmontonian  Frank  Oliver  and  Peter 
Talbot,  the  Liberal  Member  of  Parliament  for  Strathcona.  Although  Red  Deer 
was  in  the  Strathcona  electoral  district,  Peter  Talbot  lived  in  Lacombe  and  did 
not  support  the  designation  of  Red  Deer  as  capital  of  Alberta.  Red  Deer 
lobbied  for  this  designation  directly  with  Ottawa. 

At  the  conclusion  of  their  deliberations,  Frank  Oliver  and  Peter  Talbot 
recommended  that  northern  Alberta  be  given  thirteen  seats  and  that  southern 
Alberta  be  given  twelve.  At  that  point,  representatives  of  southern  Alberta 
demanded  a judicial  review.  They  were  unsuccessful  in  this  regard. 

When  the  first  Alberta  general  election  took  place  on  November  9,  1905, 
the  Liberals  won  twenty-three  of  the  twenty-five  seats  in  the  provincial 
Legislature.  Feeling  confident  of  his  government’s  strength.  Premier  Alexander 
C.  Rutherford  decided  that  the  location  of  the  permanent  capital  would  be 
determined  by  an  open  vote  in  the  House  rather  than  by  order-in-council. 
Matters  were  made  more  difficult  for  Calgary  when  the  Premier  appointed  a 
representative  of  southern  Alberta  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Alberta.  (The  Speaker  does  not  normally  vote  in  the  Legislature.)  On  April  25, 
1906,  William  H.  Cushing,  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  the 
Calgary  electoral  district  moved  that  “the  seat  of  Government  of  this  Province 
should  be  fixed  permanently  at  the  City  of  Calgary.”  His  motion  was  seconded 
by  Charles  A.  Stuart,  the  Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  Gleichen. 
Eight  Members  voted  for  this  motion  and  sixteen  voted  against  it.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  three  Members  from  southern  Alberta  voted  against  the 
motion.  Motions  favoring  Red  Deer  and  Banff  were  also  put  forward,  but 
were  later  withdrawn.  Consequently,  Edmonton  remained  the  capital  of 
Alberta  by  federal  legislation. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  During  the  period  1869  to  1876,  when  the  Lieutenant-Governors  of 
Rupert’s  Land  and  Manitoba  were  responsible  for  the  Northwest  Territories,  the  seat  of 
government  was  at  Fort  Garry  and  later,  at  Winnipeg.  - D.B.M. 
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2.  EXACT  PERIODS  OF  SERVICE 

A.  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS  OF  THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES, 

1876-1905 

1. The  Honourable  David  Laird  - October  7,  1876,  to  December  3,  1881 

2.  The  Honourable  Edgar  Dewdney  - December  3,  1881,  to  July  1,  1888 

3.  The  Honourable  Joseph  Royal  - July  1,  1888,  to  October  31,  1893 

4.  The  Honourable  Charles  H.  Mackintosh  - October  31,  1893,  to 

May  30,  1898 

5.  The  Honourable  Malcolm  C.  Cameron  - May  30,  1898,  to 

September  26,  1898 

6.  The  Honourable  Amedee  E.  Forget  - October  4,  1898,  to  September  1, 

1905 

B.  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS  OF  ALBERTA,  1905-91 

1. The  Honourable  George  H.V.  Bulyea  - September  1,  1905,  to 

October  20,  1915 

2.  The  Honourable  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett  - October  20,  1915,  to 

October  29,  1925 

3.  The  Honourable  Dr.  William  Egbert  - October  29,  1925,  to  May  5, 

1931 

4.  The  Honourable  William  L.  Walsh  - May  5,  1931,  to  October  1,  1936 

5.  The  Honourable  Colonel  Philip  C.H.  Primrose  - October  1,  1936,  to 

March  17,  1937 

6.  The  Honourable  John  C.  Bowen  - March  23,  1937,  to  February  1, 

1950 

7.  The  Honourable  John  J.  Bowlen  - February  1,  1950,  to  December  16, 

1959 

8.  The  Honourable  J.  Percy  Page  - December  19,  1959,  to  January  6, 

1966 

9.  The  Honourable  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan  - January  6,  1966,  to  July  2, 

1974 

10.  The  Honourable  Ralph  G.  Steinhauer  - July  2,  1974,  to  October  18, 

1979 

11.  The  Honourable  Frank  C.  Lynch-Staunton  - October  18,  1979,  to 

January  22,  1985 

12.  The  Honourable  W.  Helen  Hunley  - January  22,  1985,  to 

March  11,  1991 

13.  The  Honourable  T.  Gordon  Towers  - March  11,  1991  to  the  present 

Regarding  the  period  1869-76,  The  Honourable  Sir  William 
McDougall  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Rupert’s  Land  and  the 
Northwest  Territories  effective  October  1,  1869.  However,  he  was  never 
formally  installed  at  Fort  Garry. 

The  Honourable  Sir  Adams  G.  Archibald  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories  effective  May  10, 
1870,  and  was  supposed  to  vacate  that  office  effective  April  9,  1872. 
However,  his  successor.  The  Honourable  Sir  Francis  G.  Johnson,  who  was 
appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories 
effective  April  9,  1872,  did  not  take  the  oath  of  office  because  he  did  not 
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wish  to  give  up  his  position  as  a judge  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  Con- 
sequently, the  Honourable  Sir  Adams  G.  Archibald  had  to  continue  in 
office  until  December  2,  1872. 

And  finally,  The  Honourable  Alexander  Morris  was  appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories  effective 
December  2,  1872,  and  resigned  from  office  effective  October  7,  1876, 
when  the  Northwest  Territories  Act  of  1876  came  into  effect. 

3.  ARMORIAL  BEARINGS  (“COATS  OF  ARMS”) 

According  to  Conrad  Swan,  York  Herald  of  Arms,  the  Northwest 
Territories  did  not  have  a “coat  of  arms”  prior  to  1905  when  Alberta  became 
a province.  He  notes,  however,  that  they  did  have  a seal  of  public  authority. 

The  seal  of  the  Northwest  Territories  appears  to  date  from  1869.  A 
description  follows:  “The  royal  arms  of  general  purpose  post- 1837  are  placed 
on  an  oval  shield,  which  in  turn  is  surrounded  by  the  Garter  and  ensigned  by 
the  Crown.  The  supporters  are  the  lion  and  the  unicorn.  On  a scroll  suspended 
from  a ‘gas  bracket’  of  the  Victorian  period  is  the  motto  “DIEU  ET  MON 
DROIT”  (God  and  my  right).  Round  the  edge,  between  a double-beaded 
design,  runs  the  legend,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  seal,  “THE  SEAL  OF 
THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES.”* 

It  is  interesting  to  note  than  an  editorial  in  the  July  14,  1906,  issue  of  the 
Lethbridge  News  appears  to  contradict  Conrad  Swan.  It  states,  “The  old 
Territorial  shield  contains  an  animal  which  may  be  either  a polar  bear  or  a 
white  haired  gopher,  crawling  on  a checkerboard  with  four  sheaves  of  wheat  - 
not  very  original  - on  a white  ground  underneath.”  Since  this  editorial  is  quite 
humorous  in  nature,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  information  noted 
regarding  the  territorial  arms  is  authentic  or  not.  No  other  information  has 
been  found  to  substantiate  it. 

And  finally,  a coat  of  arms  is  printed  at  the  beginning  of  many 
publications  of  the  Northwest  Territories  government  for  the  period  1876  to 
1905.  These  arms  are  the  Royal  Arms,  post- 1837,  the  same  arms  that  are  used 
on  the  Northwest  Territories’  seal  of  authority  which  was  referred  to  previously 
in  this  note.  Considering  this  fact,  one  might  assume  that  these  arms  were 
those  of  the  Territories.  However,  the  same  arms  were  also  printed  on  many 
Canadian  federal  government  publications  of  the  same  period. 

Alberta  was  the  last  province  in  Canada  to  be  granted  a coat  of  arms. 
After  a considerable  amount  of  prodding,  arms  were  finally  assigned  by  Royal 
Warrant  dated  May  30,  1907.  The  description  follows:  “Azure  in  front  of  a 
Range  of  Snow  Mountains  proper  a Range  of  Hills  Vert,  in  base  a Wheat  Field 
surmounted  by  a Prairie  both  also  proper,  on  a Chief  Argent  a St.  George’s 
Cross.”  The  original  designer  of  Alberta’s  provincial  arms  has  been  the  subject 


* Swan,  Conrad,  Canada:  Symbols  of  Sovereignty,  Toronto:  University  of  Toronto  Press,  1977, 
pp.  218-19. 
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of  a considerable  amount  of  speculation  over  the  years.  However,  in  a letter  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  dated  March  30,  1910,  the  Deputy  Provincial 
Treasurer  states  that  the  design  was  selected  from  those  submitted  during  a 
competition.  And  in  correspondence  dated  May  4,  1967,  Mr.  J.F.C.  Wright,  a 
former  Administrative  Assistant  in  the  Provincial  Secretary’s  department 
states,  “ ...  it  has  been  reasonably  well  established  now  that  the  individual 
responsible  was  a Mrs.  H.  McCully,  who  at  the  time  was  the  wife  of  the 
C.P.R.  Station  Agent  at  Lacombe,  Alberta.”  Alberta’s  Public  Accounts  for 
1908  include  an  expenditure  listed  under  Executive  Council,  “Departmental 
Expenses  Sundry  Items  - Mrs.  J.A.  McCully  - $3.00.” 


To  commemorate  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
in  1980,  the  arms  of  Alberta  were  augmented  by  Royal  Warrant  dated  July  30, 
1980,  as  follows:  “Crest:  Upon  a Helm  with  a Wreath  Argent  and  Gules  a 
Beaver  couchant  upholding  on  its  back  the  Royal  Crown  both  proper;  Sup- 
porters: On  the  dexter  side  a Lion  or  armed  and  langued  Gules  and  on  the 
sinister  side  a Pronghorn  Antelope  (Antilocapra  americana)  proper;  the 
Compartment  comprising  a grassy  mount  with  the  Floral  Emblem  of  the  Said 
Province  of  Alberta  the  Wild  Rose  {Rosa  acicularis)  growing  therefrom  proper; 
Motto:  FORTIS  ET  LIBER  (Strong  and  Free)  to  be  borne  and  used  together 
with  the  Arms  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  upon  Seals,  Shields,  Banners,  Flags, 
or  otherwise  according  to  the  Laws  of  Arms.” 


The  Office  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta  uses  the  1907  coat  of 
arms  with  a royal  crown  above  it,  bordered  by  a garland  of  maple  leaves  (See 
Note  7). 


ROYAL  ARMS 
(Post-1837) 

Used  On  N.W.T.  Publications 


NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES 
SEAL  OF  AUTHORITY 
1869 


ALBERTA  ARMS 
1907 


ALBERTA  ARMS 
1980 
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4.  FORMS  OF  ADDRESS 


When  writing  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  name,  the  words  “The 
Honourable”  should  precede  the  name.  For  example,  when  addressing  letters 
to  Alberta’s  first  Lieutenant-Governor,  citizens  wrote  “The  Honourable 
George  H.V.  Bulyea,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta,  Government  House, 
Edmonton.” 

When  speaking  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  words  “Your  Honour” 
are  used.  For  example,  if  someone  wishes  to  help  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  he 
or  she  says,  “Your  Honour,  may  I assist  you?”  “Your  Honour”  is  also  the 
correct  salutation  to  use  when  writing  a letter  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

When  referring  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  indirectly,  or  as  a third 
person,  “Her  Honour”  or  “His  Honour”  is  used.  For  example,  “Her  Honour 
wishes  to  speak  to  you.” 

5.  APPAREL 

Until  1974,  on  ceremonial  occasions,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  wore  a 
plumed  bicorne  (flat,  two-sided  hat),  a gold  braided  cutaway  coat,  trousers 
with  a gold  braid  stripe  down  the  outside  of  each  leg,  and  a court  sword. 
Examples  of  this  dress  can  be  seen  in  the  portraits  of  the  first  fifteen 
Lieutenant-Governors  that  have  been  included  in  this  book. 

Since  1974,  Alberta’s  male  Lieutenant-Governors  have  worn  morning  dress 
on  ceremonial  occasions.  Morning  dress  consists  of  a top  hat,  a cutaway  coat, 
and  striped  trousers. 

In  1985,  Alberta’s  first  female  Lieutenant-Governor  was  appointed.  Until 
1987,  The  Honourable  W.  Helen  Hunley  wore  a dress  or  suit  of  her  choice  on 
ceremonial  occasions.  On  September  3,  1987,  when  the  Legislative  Assembly 
was  celebrating  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  Alberta’s  Legislature  Building, 
The  Honourable  David  J.  Carter,  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
presented  Her  Honour  with  a robe-of-office  on  behalf  of  the  Assembly.  This 
cloak  has  a crown  and  the  original  (1907)  Alberta  “coat-of-arms”  on  the  left 
breast.  It  was  worn  over  a dress  on  ceremonial  occasions,  such  as  the  opening 
of  a new  session  of  the  Legislature. 

6.  NEW  YEAR’S  LEVEE 

Canada’s  Lieutenant-Governors  host  a levee  each  New  Year’s  Day.  This 
levee  is  a reception  that  is  held  early  in  the  afternoon  at  Government  House  or 
some  other  appropriate  location.  Any  citizen,  including  children,  can  attend. 
Persons  attending  sign  a guest  book,  are  introduced  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  and  then  enjoy  light  refreshment.  Attending  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor’s  levee  is  an  annual  ritual  for  many  families. 

The  word  levee  is  derived  from  the  French  verb  “lever”  which  means  to 
rise.  French  aristocrats  used  to  receive  guests  in  the  morning  after  they  had 
gotten  up.  British  sovereigns  held  their  levees  in  the  early  afternoon.  Since 


Notes  - 99 


Lieutenant-Governors  are  the  Queen’s  representatives,  they  have  adopted  this 
custom  in  Canada. 

7.  THE  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  ALBERTA’S  FLAG 


The  Lieutenant-Governor’s  flag  is  flown  over  the  Legislature  Building 
when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  present.  As  well,  it  is  flown  at  the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s  official  residence  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is 
there,  and  it  is  mounted  on  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  automobile  when  it  is 
being  used  for  official  business. 

8.  ALBERTA’S  GOVERNMENT  HOUSE 

Alberta’s  Government  House  is  located  in  Edmonton  and  was  the  official 
residence  of  the  Province’s  first  six  Lieutenant-Governors.  It  is  now  used  for 
high-level  government  conferences,  receptions,  and  dinners. 

In  1910,  the  Province  of  Alberta  purchased  the  property  where  Govern- 
ment House  now  stands,  as  well  as  the  immediate  surrounding  area,  from 
Montreal  businessman  James  Carruthers  for  $33,571.  Construction  on  the 
building  began  in  1912,  and  it  was  officially  opened  on  October  7,  1913.  The 
three  storey  sandstone  edifice  was  designed  in  the  Jacobean  Revival  style  which 
is  characterized  by  bay  windows,  high  gabled  roofs  with  raised  ends,  and 
groups  of  rectangular  windows.  The  architect  was  R.P.  Blakey  and  the 
building  cost  $345,882. 

In  early  1925,  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta  passed  a motion  to  sell 
Government  House  following  the  completion  of  the  term  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Dr.  Robert  G.  Brett.  The  mover  of  this  motion  stated  that  although 
there  was  no  intention  to  abolish  the  Office  of  Lieutenant-Governor,  he  felt 
that  the  maintenance  of  a “Royal  Court”  in  a democratic  province  such  as 
Alberta  was  neither  appropriate  nor  economical.  Another  Member  noted  that 
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New  Brunswick  had  closed  its  Government  House  a few  years  earlier.  This 
motion  was  rescinded  later  the  same  year. 

In  1938,  the  Committee  of  Supply  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Alberta 
passed  a motion  that  had  the  final  effect  of  closing  Government  House.  Once 
again,  economy  was  given  as  the  reason.  Some  Members  felt  that  since  the 
Canadian  federal  government  appointed  Alberta’s  Lieutenant-Governors,  they 
should  pay  the  related  expenses.  It  was  also  noted  that  Ontario  had  closed  its 
Government  House  in  1937.  However,  other  Members  felt  that  this  action  was 
taken  by  the  Alberta  government  to  “get  even”  with  Lieutenant-Governor 
John  C.  Bowen.  In  1937,  he  had  refused  to  give  Royal  Assent  to  three 
government  bills.  At  any  rate.  Government  House  was  closed  in  1938,  and 
Alberta’s  Lieutenant-Governors  had  to  seek  accommodation  elsewhere.  In 
1966,  the  provincial  government  acquired  a new  official  residence  for  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  at  58  St.  George’s  Crescent,  Edmonton  (See 
Note  9). 

From  1938  to  1942,  Government  House  remained  vacant.  In  1942,  during 
World  War  II,  it  was  leased  to  North  West  Airlines  which  had  contracts  for 
the  delivery  of  aircraft  to  the  United  States  government  to  support  the  con- 
struction of  the  Alaska  Highway.  From  1944  to  1950,  it  was  used  as  a con- 
valescent home  for  wounded  veterans.  Government  House  was  purchased  by 
the  federal  government’s  Department  of  Veterans’  Affairs  in  1951  and  was 
operated  as  a home  for  disabled  veterans.  It  was  during  the  1950’s  that  the 
conservatory,  which  was  once  a part  of  Government  House,  was  demolished. 

In  1964,  Government  House  was  returned  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  and 
in  the  late  1960’s,  the  main  floor  was  restored.  However,  there  were  still  many 
problems  related  to  the  maintenance  of  the  building,  and  in  1971,  shortly  after 
the  visit  of  Russian  Prime  Minister  Alexei  Kosygin,  the  main  floor  ceiling 
collapsed. 

During  the  middle  1970’s,  more  extensive  restorations  costing  $1,700,000 
were  completed  in  order  to  make  Government  House  serviceable  as  a centre  for 
high  level  government  conferences,  dinners,  and  receptions.  The  general  public 
were  first  able  to  visit  the  restored  building  on  Heritage  Day,  August  1,  1976. 

Alberta’s  Government  House  presently  consists  of  a large  combination 
reception  and  dining  area  on  the  main  floor,  as  well  as  a music  room  and  a 
library.  The  main  floor  was  restored  to  resemble  that  of  the  original  building 
as  closely  as  possible.  The  second  floor  consists  of  a central  reception  area 
surrounded  by  six  small  conference  rooms,  each  named  after  one  of  the  six 
Lieutenant-Governors  who  lived  in  Government  House,  and  a small  study.  The 
third  floor  consists  of  a large  conference  facility  named  the  Alberta  Room. 

On  June  12,  1985,  The  Honourable  Mary  J.  LeMessurier,  Minister  of 
Culture,  announced  that  Alberta’s  Government  House  had  been  designated  a 
Provincial  Historic  Resource.  As  such,  it  cannot  be  altered  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  Minister  of  Culture. 
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9.  THE  PRESENT  OFFICIAL  RESIDENCE  OF  THE  LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR  OF  ALBERTA 

As  noted  in  the  previous  article  regarding  Alberta’s  Government  House, 
the  provincial  government  acquired  a new  official  residence  for  Alberta’s 
Lieutenant-Governors  in  1966.  This  house  is  located  at  58  St.  George’s 
Crescent  in  the  Glenora  district  of  Edmonton. 

The  property  on  which  this  house  is  located  is  three  city  lots  wide  and  was 
originally  part  of  a much  larger  property  owned  by  developers  Malcolm  Groat 
from  1888  to  1905  and  James  Carruthers  from  1905  to  1914.  Horace  Harvey, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alberta,  purchased  the  three  lots  for 
$13,560  in  1914.  The  property  remained  in  the  Harvey  family  until  1946. 

After  having  the  property  cleared  and  fenced.  Chief  Justice  Harvey  had  a 
tea  house  built  at  that  location.  Some  mornings,  he  walked  from  his  home  at 
nearby  10226  Connaught  Drive  in  order  to  work  in  a small  garden  that  he  had 
developed  there.  Gladioli  were  his  specialty.  On  other  occasions,  he  entertained 
guests  at  his  tea  house. 

In  1946,  Robert  M.  Montague,  Managing  Director  of  Kenn’s  Service 
Garage  Limited,  purchased  the  property  in  the  name  of  that  firm  for  $16,000. 
On  July  3,  1950,  he  was  issued  a building  permit  by  the  City  of  Edmonton  to 
construct  a large  (approximately  3,600  square  feet),  western  style,  cedar 
bungalow  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $35,000.  The  architect  was  John  Rule  of 
Rule,  Wynn,  and  Rule  and  the  contractor  was  Bennett  and  White  Limited,  of 
Edmonton. 

In  1952,  Stanley  H.  McCuaig,  Barrister  and  Solicitor,  Leonard  Lambert, 
Comptroller,  of  Edmonton,  and  the  National  Trust  Company  Limited  pur- 
chased the  property  from  the  estate  of  Robert  M.  Montague  for  $70,000. 

In  1960,  Marie  Weisler,  wife  of  H.  Weisler,  Manager  of  Weisler’s  Limited 
(wholesale  dry  goods),  took  title  of  the  property. 

And  finally,  the  property  was  sold  to  the  Province  of  Alberta  on  Oc- 
tober 11,  1966,  for  $95,000.  Since  that  time,  it  has  been  the  official  residence 
of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta. 

10.  THE  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  ALBERTA’S  VEHICLE 

During  the  early  years,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  rode  in  an  open,  horse- 
drawn  carriage  on  ceremonial  occasions.  An  escort  of  North-West,  Royal 
North-West,  or  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  was  usually  in  attendance.  A 
chauffeur-driven  limousine  is  now  used.  The  licence  plate  for  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Alberta’s  automobile  is  stamped  “LT  GOV”  followed  by  the 
current  year.  A fixture  is  located  on  the  right  side  of  the  front  bumper  for 
mounting  a miniature  version  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  flag. 
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